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Shapiro, Johanna

From: Shapiro, Johanna
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2008 2:58 PM

To: S

Subject: RE: Credit for missed classes

Hi @, 'm not familiar with this movie, but | think | get the idea. What | ike about this reflection is that you've
chosen something very ordinary - kicking back o watch "mindiess” entertainment - and reaiized that at every
moment we are expressing our values, priorities, and convictions. | am not making a moral judgment about shoot-
‘'em-ups. But if you stop to think about how casually we enjoy and even celebrate killing and violent death in this
culture (even if it is the "bad guy” going down), it gives vou pause. At least if gave you pause, and I'm glad for
that. Of course, the fantasy death of a celluloid bad guy is a very different thing from the death of an innocent
child. But it is reasonable to ask whether we are the ones who should be deciding whose deaths are "justified”
and whose we should mourn. What | have always admired about medicine is, as a profession, i triss not 1o asi

those questions; and takes a stand against suffering, no matters whose it is.

I'm sorry you had such a rough time on PICU. Sick and dying Kids are about as senseless as it gets. Personally, |
have never really found a satisfaciory rationale for this kind of suffering in any religion. Perhaps that is what faith
is all about, somehow trusting that dyving kids make more sense than appears to us mere humans. Going from
the sublime to the mundane, if you end up not enjoying this genre of movies in the future, I'm prefly sure you will
find some good substitutes ). Dr. Shapiro P.S. | don't know if you still need any more make-up assignments; but
if you want, you could write something about how a particular church service/sermon efc. spoke to you about the
kind of physician you'd like to be. I'm only suggesting this because you've shared about the important role your
faith plays in your life, so | was thiniing this might be perlinent.

From: WG gmail.com mimusiilimms @gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 09, 2008 10:59 PM

To: Shapiro, Johanna
Cc: SN
Subject: Re: Credit for missed classes

3/11/2008
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Sent: Thursay, Febuafy 21

Subject: Credit for missed classes

3/11/2008



