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T would lik~ to take just a faw moments to oi:pross ny gratitude

toward the people in this room, I do thank all of you from the bottom
of my heart, for the help you have given me and the confidence you have
shown in m;. T would also lika to say a fow words about what a porcéiVa
to b; th; significanc; of this ;v;nt, both for me p;rsonally, and as it

r;lat;s to family mndicin;.

S;v;ral p;opl; hav; said to mé, "Congratulations, Johanna, I'm v;ry glad
for you, but a r;c;ption? I'v; n;v;r heard of a d;partm;nt doing that
for an associat; prof;ssor." N;ith;r hav; I. And I think this g;stur;,
which is so welcoms on a p;rsonal 1;v;l, is important for what it says
about family medicine as well, I think it is safe to say that this
d;partm;nt, and family m;diciné in g;n;ral, do things a litt1; diff;r;ntly.
And th; way wa do things mak;s a v;ry important statement as to what we
ar; all about, I bgli;v; family m;dicin; has an important rola to
play in the futur; of médicin;, and an important contribution to mak;.
And what that rols is, how that contribution is defined depsnds on family
madicine owning, with prid; and acc;ptanc;. what it is and what it is not,
As many of you are awars, over the past yﬁar on a pérsonal lévgl I
have had to do a great deal of soul-searching, trying to undarstand and
We in family medicine know the importance of family to the devalopment and
come to terms with who I was as a professional being., In that process,
two of my most important moda1ls w;r; ny father, who has always ;mbodiod
for me the trus humanitarian scholar; and my moth;r, who taught m: as a
woman not to be afraid to create and achiave from tha inside out,
And I'm v;ry proud that théy can ba with m; hera tonight..
maturation of th: indv vidual, and I want to say a f;w words in that
regard, T also want to thank my brother and sister, who with whom I
have sharsd so much, and who hava givén ms so much support and lov;.

I also want to thank th; members of ny curr;nt family: my two daughtérs



Shauna and J;na, who took the brunt of my car;;r aspirations whan th;y
Wers littlg mors than toddlgrs, and who hav; hung in th;ré with me for
through babysitters and daycare centers, canned m®als and harri®d
mom®ents; and Joshua, who brought a gr®at d®al of chavs into our a,r%dy
prvtty complicatsd 1lif=, but also tr m ndous joy. And finally, T would
lik to thank my husband, D an , who has always ncourag d m to b
my own p rson, and has giv nm th courag to try for what I always
want ds family and car r,

I would also lik to thank this d partm nt, which is a v ry sp cial
and uniu d partm nt, It would tak too long to individually list th
caring and support which has com from v ry individual in this room,

But T think it is important to acknowl dg that th uqualiti s of
this d partm nt which ar so sp cial ar what mak family m diecin so
uniqu as a fi 1d, S v ral p opl hav said.....
N ith r hav I, I think it is unusual b caus this d partm nt, 1ik
family m dici n its 1f, mbodi s ¢ rtain valu s which in this highly
sp cializ d, t chnological ag , p rhaps s m ungalmorous, a littl
oldfashion d, and y t ar th ecritical foundation on which v rything
1s must r st, Inmy =xp ri nc in family m dicin , I think som of
th s wvalu s includ compassion and caring for th whol p rson; a conc rn
for th inidividual as w 11 as th policy; a g n rosity of spirit and
a r aching out to b of s rvic of oth rs; a d sir to h al not only th
bodi s, but th minds and spirits of our pati oth rs,

This past y ar was a kind of coming of ag for m p rsonaly, a rit
of passag through which I was abl to look hon stly at who I am, and how
bst ITcans rv th fi 1d of family m dicin » and th acad mic community
at larg ., I f 1 that family m dicin is also coming of ag , WhnlI
first join d this d partm nt, th r was incr dibl controv rsy as to wh th r

family m dicin b long d in a scholarly nvironm nt, It was f 1t tha t



impli d that family physicians w r "nic " p opl , but w r th y

r igorous acad micians and scholars? I think d v lopm nts ov r th
last 6 y ars ar xtrm ly hcouraging in that r gard, Family m dicin
has d v lop d a conc ptual fram work, and is b ginning to d v lop a
solid r s arch bas , And I think w can say with prid , this fi 1d
bridg s th gap b tw n caring clinicians and committ d scholars,

Wh n I firs cam to UCI, I was a bright n rg tic ;young woman without
much focus or s ns of dir ction; and in that s ns I was quit
appropriat for th fi 1d of family m dicin , which at that tim was
in a similar position, Through many y ars of struggl , I £ 1 of

I hav found my prof ssional voic , and hav b nabl to b tt r d fin
what I stand for and its r 1 vanc to th acad mic community, I

hav obs rv d th sam pro€ xs in family m dicin its 1f, W ar

both growing up, I look forward to many y ars of productiv scholarly
activity; and I could not b happi r to do this in th cont xt of
family m dicin , which iner asingly is finding its sci nticfic voic

without losing its h art,



