English 111 Jo Freedman 6///
Language January 11,1964

Book Report 1

TITLE: The Ugly American

AUTHORS: William Lederer and Eugene Burdick

The Ambassador to Sarkhan, an imaginary country squeezed
in between Burma and Thailand, is only one type of American
found in Asia. We can be very thankful for that., The
ambassador has many characteristics well-known to the Sarkhanese,
They are already familiar with his many parties, where there is
always plenty to drink and plenty to talk about afterwards,

He avoids the natives and has as little to do with them and
their affairs as is possible for an ambassador. None of his
staff speak Sarkhanese, he least of all. And because Asian
etiquette advises against worrying employers, Ambassador Sear's
interpreter always softens the frightening news of demonstwations
against the American Embassy, more conversions to Communism,

and Russia's latest trickery. But this suits Louis Sears per—.
fectly, because he is only in Sarkhan for the length of time it
takes his party to find a well-paying judgeship for him.

You learn as you continue to read that other men like Louis
Sears fill our foreign service positions. It would not be so
frightening if the ambassador were a mere figurehead, surrounded
by a competent staff. But the ambassador is no figurehead, and
the word for his staff is not cometent.

Take, for instance, Mr, George Swift, the ambassador's aide.
“4fter Sears gets his Judgeship and his newly appointed replacement
is touring other Asian countries, Swift proceeds to do an
excellent . Jjob of continuing the high standards that preceded himg
the drunk, noisy parties continue, as do the struggles for
comprehension among the natives. But George Swift takes our
wonderful embassy program one step further. He mocks the beliefs
of the king, and indeed all Sarkhanese, by publicly ridiculing
astrology, which the Sarkhanese fervently believe in. Although
Swift may not personally believe that his fate lies in the
stars, it seems rather indelicate to treat the customs of
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another land with such derision. Howewer, Swift never heard
of Sarkhanese customs, 0 his blunder doesn't worry him,

That is the ambassadoe's aide. The rest of his assistants
are of similarly low-grade material. They are lured to Sarkhan
by the signs all over the Pentagon which glamorize the exciting
life in A%s$a. When they discover it is not quite all fun, and
Just a little work, they become disgusted and uncooperative.

The staff of the ambassador is lazy and inefficient. The
ambassador is bored and careless. It is not surprising that the
American embassy is laughed at and avoided by all Sarkhanese.
There is only one other important embassy left,

The Russian Ambassador's name is Louis Krupitzyn. He and
his wife speak Sarkhanese fluently, He discovered tha@?ﬁsiams
fIIE;_ETEEEEE’Egh, so he dieted away twenty pounds. He is well
versed in Sarkhanese customs. He has studied Buddhism, the
main religion of Sarkhan, and knows how to greet a Buddist priest.
His entire staff is Russian, and everyone of them down to the
doorman and the telephone operator, speak Sarkhanese. Many
American military and political secrets are lost because none
of our foreign service employees speak the language of the
country in which they are serving. Consequently we must employ
foreign telephone operators and doorm@n and maids. Manyare
Communists. Many more simply hate America and are quite willing
to sell her plans to anyone who will pay for them. And who
knows better than the valet what the general's plans consist of?
The Russian ambassador is a gquiet man, who can talk intelligently
about Sarkhan and its problems., He can politely point out the
advantages of a Communist regime in Sarkhan.

Louis Krupitzyn is also rather sly. When a Sarkhanese
province is starving, the United States promptly sends over
shiploads of rice. But Krupitzyn tells the peasants that the
rice is coming from Russia. And behold! when the rice does
arrive in the little mountain village, on each sackful is
stenciled in Sarkhanese: "A gift from Russia." None of the
Americans who are driving the trucks can read this. Naturaflly
they don't speak Sarkhanese, much less read it. They alsohever
noticed when someone wrote on the sacks, because after ald,

this wasn't really part of their job. A few natives wonder why
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the rice comes in American trucks driven by American soldiers.
Krupitzyn replies: "We hired them,"

Months later, the American embassy findgout about this
swindle. They print up pretty pamphlets saying: "The rice
which you received came from the United States." The natives
acbept these gladly, because paper is scarce, but they go right
on believing that Russia is the most generous, wonderful country
in the world.,

This is not to say that all the Russians are competent and
clever, while all the Americans are bunglers. Lederer and Burdick
show us dedicated people like Father Finian, who is devoted to
God and the elimination of Communism. He lives among the people,
speaking their tongue and eating their food. He helps to cancel
the effect of Ambassador Sears,

There is John Colvin, who goes about helping the Sarkhanese
in small ways which are much more useful than the splashy
projects dreamed up in Washington. He starts by distributing
‘ powdered milk to the calcium deprived villagers. Sarkhanese
respect him so much that the Communists, who have not even
bothered to combat the almost zero pro-American effects of our
million dollar projects, must have him deported to America on
false charges.

There is the Rag-time Kid, who charms peopb! with his
harmonica. There is the Ugly American himself who enters
business with a Sarkhanese partner. He converts bicycles into
water pumns,.

There are all over sincere, sympathetic men who try to
improve the natives' living conditions. They speak the 1aﬁguagé
more or less so they can communicate with the people who have
never had the opportunity to attend English schools, or any
schools at all. These are people who change others' thinking,
and change it for the better.

The Ugly American is a book about Americans with official
powers stationed in Asia., It does not deal with our represent-
atives in other countries, but the factual epilogue assures us
that they are no better. Why choose Asia to worry about? Lederern
and Burdick are experts on Asia and on America's policy toward
Asia, for one thing. Another point is that Asia is the largest
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continent in the world. Every citizen of each tiny country

is a potential democrat - or a potential Communist. It is

Just possible that they would like to be nothing but Burmese

or Vietnamese or Sarkhanese, but we have dedicated them to
freedom as much as the Russians have committed them to Communism.

This book is classified as fiction, but it is only that for
very unpreceptive people. In plain language, the book is a
warning. Do something quickly while you still have time! it
tells us. We must stop convincing ourselves that everyone
loves America. This isn't true. Many people are offended by
Americans' lack of courtesy. Many are appalled by our ignorance
of the world. More and more, the pecopikes of the world are
turning to Communism, not necessarily because they believe in
it, but because they see democracy as a road for the priviledged
few,

The Asians have a right to be shocked and baffled. With
all our splendid weapons, our millions of dollars' wé%h of
equipment, millions of soldiers, we still cannot conguer a
guerilla band fighting with antique armaments. Pulling out of
a defeated Viet Nam city, a reporter observed with astonishment
that the conquering Communists had fought with guns made out of
pipings many had no guns at all., A few hand-grenades, antentirely:
new method of fighting, and an indomitable spirit, were all that
kept the victories scoring for the Communists.

We are doing and have done little to repel the Communists,
especially in Viet Nam. We often earn the hate of the natives.
When we burn his village because the Communists are arriving,
no native can love us. The French, who have now left Viet Nam
entirely on our hands, had such a reputation for atrocities done
to the natives and their possessions that most people hated them
worse than the Communists. It did us no good to be connected in
everyone's mind with French mistakes. Because we were allies of
the French, it seemed reasonable to assume that what. they did
we would do,

The thing I appreciated most in this book was its honesty.
Politics is inclined to be a rather shadowy business, perhaps
necessarily. Governments cannot always afford to tell their
citizens everything they do. But The Ugly American is not a
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a shadowy book by any means, although it concerns America's
politics., It freely points out our errors (and they are many);
it emphasizes that many political disasters are due to our own
mismanagement. Ittells us of truly disgusting, ignorant people
who are our repreéentatives in other lands. But just as freely,
The Ugly American shows the reader Americans who contribute

greatly to Asia, and who do much toward saving our reputation
as a land of benevolence and wisdom.

This book, admittedly, is shocking. It would be incorrect
to say that I enjoyed reading it for the knbwledge it gave me.
No one enjoys learning that his own country can be careless and
patronizing to other less prosperous nations. But this story
of Asia is one of the best things that has been created in
American literature. It is a Badly needed eye-opener, it only
we will accept it. It tells, very frankly, everything we are
doing wrong in Asia, and how we can remedy our mistakes.

Everyone, without exception, should read The Ugly American,
Many people will disagree, possibly vioclently, with what it has
to say. Others might seize on it as anti-American propaganda.
5till others will object to its outspokeness. Some might call
it Communist inspired.

The Ugly American is none of these things. It shows an
aspect of our foreign representation which usually is kept out
of the limelight. It is very convincing. I myself believe it
to be true, But no matter how incensed someone may become over
the material this book covers, after sufficient contemplation
any reasonable person should realize that the book drives home
one important point: No matter how many people point to the
Comnunists and uncomsoperative natives as the agitators and
trouble-makers in our foreign problems, it is obvious that
this is not where the real difficulty lies. The conclusion
the reader must draw is that we ourselves are undoubtedly our
worst enemies.,
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Work Sheet 1

Directions: Answer the following questions in the space provided.

1. a. What kind of a mood 1s set for the story in the opening pages of
the book (sad, happy, pitiful, scornful, etc.)?

The opening pages of the book sets a mood that is full of superstition
and weirdness. The author paints a peculiar picture with wordss. A lonely
countryside filled with quaint old houseg and in the houses there are
suspicious, ignorant people. The entire era is at once different and yet
iist;rbingly familiar, As you read you realize that people change very

ittie.

Purther on in the story, when George Eliot is telling about Silas
Marner's predicament in Lantern Yard, the mood becomes bitter. Here:
the author is showing you that sometimes a man will be judged injustly
and the congequences will ruin his life. But the chronicle of hisg
troubles is also telling us that man is often tried during his life to see

hoy hewidlixeastss qoes the author use to set this mood?

The opening fleeling of ignorance and superstition is brought about

by clever detail and description., The author tells of the village

of Raveloe and of its inhabitants. She shows it to us as a prosperous
village where one does no¥ need @ work especially hard to stay alive.
Perhaps George Eliot is critigizingithis complacency. She feels that
progress had been sacrificed for success in her make-believe town.

Silas Marner's character is sketched by his problems at lantern

Yard. With this sequence George Eliot demonstrates thats justice does
not always prevail and right does not always win over wrong.

2. Write a paragraph comparing the conversation in Chapter 6 with any
gathering similar to it which might be held today. (What sgbjects
might be talked about, who might be there, etc.) Refer to "Guides
for Writing a Paragraph," page 115, BBE (text).

The group at the Rainbow Inn is very different from social gatherings
of today. They discuss topics such as the acquiring of livestock, distant
marriages, landowners, and other characters barely familiar to us. All
this talk seems almogt unrelated to the story, yet it makes you know the
type of people better. When you think it over, you realize that most peoplf
today would discuss similar things. They would gossip about the market
prices, mention recents marriages, and talk about their friends. Evem a
subject so unusual as ghosts might appear at a modern day table, although
it would be treated with more humor than otherwise. Of course there are
many differences as well, Nowadays, most people are very nervous or at
least bothered by the world situatioh, whereas then a world outside their
own small town hardly existed. Also, in this day and age we are becoming
rather too interested in the stock'market and its like. From the conver-
sation at the inn, I formed a more easygoing picture, as oppoesed‘to the
tense hustle and bustle we knaw today. In conclusion, I think that this
scene shows that while people improve themselves and ‘their civilization
and conguer superstition and ignorance and develop different standards,
basically they remain the same as they always have been.

Tt el Lo 2l o g0 )
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3 Draw a sketch of Silas Marner's cottage as you think it might have’
looked. You will find many bits of descriot on~in the reading.
(Don't forget the stone pit!) .

~

(g

Tufh.to,pagg 2 of this unit and begin work on Assignment 3.

N % % % x % ‘

English ITIx- 59, Unit VI, page 7 & =mes (IIV &)
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Work Sheet. 2

: Directions: ‘Writé'a short butcomplete paragraph:to.answer each
of the following questions. -

1. Compare the methods of crime. solving usedbin Silas'Mérner.with'the
method of searching for a thief that might be employed today.

The methods used to solve the theft-are very different from those used
-today, ' The townsfolk eagerly seize the innocuous tinderbox as-a

.~ vital clue, when wctually there'is mothing-about it t6 indicate that
it was of any importance. Once having got hold of this notian,,  the
villagers refuse to face facts or-te look for any. They remember that
the owner of the tinderbox was a wandering peddler. As was mentioned
in the beginning of the book, all characters who were unsettled and _
unusually strange were bound to be looked upon with disfavor.XK There-
fore, the peddler, who had a foreign look, seemed a likely suspecte
However, it's obvious that no facts are invo¥ked, only prejudices.
Nowadays, I believe that the entire affair would have been looked at
more scientifically., K Suspects, including Dunstan, would have been
tracked down and questioned. - Police would discover who had been out
the night the stone cottage was, robbed. Investigations would be made
and the police would have much better luck in securing the guilty party.

2. The ‘Villagers! celebration of New Year'siEve greatly,differs; from
Silas Marner!'s ‘celebration. ~How'does thls make you feel toward the
0ld man? ' Does ‘this feeling change .or remain ‘the same when:the baby
appears? “'Why? ‘Discuss in complete sentences. = v Fedd

The villagers made merry on New Year's Eve. - There: were: celebrations
in the town. At the Red House, Squire Cass gave an enormous party,
with® a festive /dinner and music. and dancing afterwards. Everyone
took part in the activities with wild gaiety. Everyone took part, that
is, except Silas Marner., He sat alone in his cottage, almost expect-
antly,; as> though bhe hoped his money would return, I-.felt at that
time: that he was hardly human because even in the midst of the joyful
celebrations, he sat-moping ‘and miserable,m: dejected because of something
heicould not remedy. B However, when he finds Eppie on the hearth, the
man becomes more humany At first, ‘because of his near-sightedness; he
thinks it is his long-lost gold.: (When he realizes it-is nptigold, but

.‘an innocent child, he marvels at it, worshipp‘qg it as he;did his gold.
From then on 'he replaces his ' love for gold %&’Els love for Eppie. '
3, What feelings do you have ‘toward ‘Godfrey Cass? -Explain.

Godfrey Cass struck me as a Very indecisive character. He was
not evil or malicious, like his brother. :'But his weak character
produced almost as bad effects. His marriage to Molly couldidoubtless
have been avoided by determination. And aftem, with courage he might
have ‘avoided many frustrating scenes with Dunstan hadhe ‘confessed” ta
his ‘father, If he had ' been brave enough to face the scandal, he might
have ‘avoided much méntal’ torture., Fer he suffered a scandal in his

 mind ‘as surely as if it had happened. "With a stronger personality,
he could have made Nancy respect and love ‘him more than she did.

- 'But Godfrey was not altogether hopeless. 'I think his irresponsibleness
was in part made up for by his good intentions and honest nature.
It hurt him/ to deceive and lie while it didn't bother Dunstan at all.
Thig distinguished him from evil, and showed him to be only weak—w&lled.

Turn to page 3 of “this'unit and begln work on Assignment
: Gtte. Lo AR e ) )
[‘-ﬂ’—t[//bis/ g " g e AT 7 v '
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Work Sheet ;

“Directions: | ‘Answer:the following questions inthe . space _provided.

1. Why do you think this section of the book is called Part II?

Thia part of-the book is called Part II because an entire
change of sixteen years takes place. 'Instead 'of following
the subtle changes of ‘characters that take place during
those years in what might have been a tedious telling; the
author’ simply passesx over that time. 'Then, as the familiar
faces‘begin coming out-of church, the author chronicles the
events and emotions that have altered them,

2. What' indications do you find in Chapter XVI to show:

6) Eppie 1s a "spoiled child"? Silas apparently was quite ready
to fill ony whim of Eppie's, as’ when she’'asked him for a
garden, Also, Silas made several ‘changes in the house for
Eppie's sake, as well as‘changks in him ‘such ‘as regaining
his faith in God and mankind. - - :

o) Epple  loves Silas-very much?.,-/Eppie-is:very concerned about
her father and makes him promise. to do no heavy work in the
garden they are planning. -She-confides ini him which shows
that she trusts him completely. Lifting the heavy -stone in
the stone pit symbolizes her desire to please Silas and show
him“how strong she is, (L 8. LV

3. Why do you suppose Silas tells his story to Dolly Winthropvand no
one else? - . o3 :

Dolly Winthrop is'a very good, kindly: person., = She doesn't

have a deep character, in fact she is quite simple, 'She

has certain’standards .of right and wrong and she lives up

to them in'every way she can. "I think all’these qualities

appeal to Silas after ‘his long self-imprisonment:away from

mankind, ‘He realizes he will receive  almost no-cenmsmre from
. Dolly, and maybe, in her own 'ignorant-way,. her -explanation.*

4, pid it'disturb you that-the "lantern Yard' .eplsode was never .

finished?  Tell why you feel as iyoudo. v o (e

The episode of Lantern Yard did not need to.be. finished.

The most important thing was Silas' redemption among man-

kind, not his innocence proven in Lantern Yard.  His

conviction was: only the vehicle for him to become disillusioned
with this world, not the disillusionment. -The reason is:

not ‘half so.important as the 'what' or.what it caused... In

this case, Silas' fruitless return to his .old home merely
summed up the picture: Silas no longer needed to be cleared

of the charge. His conviction had damaged him emotionally,
but he was cured then.

* Dolly also had been the one who helped ‘and aided Silas
Turn to page.3 of ;this unit and begin WOrk-on-Aagignmentl5f'
all the time after Eppje,had;cpme. :
Fnglish IITx-59, Unit VII, page 'S
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Work Sheet #4
pg. 10a

Book Report - Silas Marner

Silas Marner, as the title indicates, is the most
important character in the story. George Eliot chooses
him, a middle-aged, near-sighted weaver, to be the man
who demonstrates the theme of her story: what happens
when a man loses faith in God and his fellow men. At
the beginning of the story, Silas is presented to you
as a miser., He is not a miser because gold really means
anything to him. But he has forsaken mankind and to
keep his sanity he must catch hold of something else.
Because he refuses to associate with any of the Raveloe
townsfolk, he gazes on his pile of gold and caresses it as
he would a long-lost friend., Actually, he doesn't know
quite what to do with his money, but it gives him something
to live for. He reasons that gold, an inanimate object,
can never betray him, whereas people, who have hates and
grudges and chips on their shoulders, are sure to do him
wrong. But, in a sense, his gold does betray him. When
he finds it stolen, he loses his purpose in life. He is
suddenly without an identity.

At the beginning of the story, Silas is regarded as
something of a misfit in the quiet, prosperous, dull town
of Raveloe. Anyone whose ancestry doesn't go back for at
least a century in Raveloe and who hasn't kept a steady
means of livelihood all that time, is bound to be looked
upon with a wary eye. Silas, a wandering weaver, is the
perfect target for eerie rumours. When he settles in
Raveloe mmwk the rumours remain, After he cures Sally Oates
of her heart trouble; people begin to insinuaste that he
traffics with the devil, and warn others to stay off his
road. Little boys come to his window and stare at him,
as if he were some rare oddity. This attitude helps Silas
Justify his withdrawal from mankind. L 4 st

However, Silas is more than he seems. At first, he
is shown as a miser, and an ungodly sort of creature
altogether. But you soon realize that he is a lonely
person, near-sighted and subject to cataleptic fits. He
is not parsimonious, but merely confused. He has had to
switeh his standards quickly. He no longer really knows
what is happening to him, although to the reader it is
painfully apparent: he is becoming an entity without an
object, the most frightful thing that can happen to a
human being.

Then Eppie, the little foundling child, enters the -
plot. From that point on, Silas becomes much more accept-
able to Raveloe society. The loss of his gold is a mis-
fortune that a person with supernatural powers surely could
have avoided. And his love for Eppie, his tenderness
toward her, is such that only a Christian man could give,
Dolly Winthrop, a kindly, pkous lady, comforts and sym-
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pathizes with him. A part of Silas that has been slumbering
fitfully all this time, awakens. This acceptance by Raveloe
folk startles him. Although forw a long time he cannot
believe that he is being treated with kindness, he takes
advantage of it for Eppie's sake. He feels that his 1iptle
daughter must meet the world without any prejudices against
her. So for her he tries once again to find humanity.

Silas changes. At the conclusion of the story, he is
an old, peaceful man, ready to believe again that the world
was made for him, Conceited as this idea sounds, it is one
which keeps much of the world going. In moderation, it
bolsters our self-confidence and boosts our morale, while
not harming anyone else., Silas becomes a respected member
of Raveloe society, He -smokes a pipe and alters his:-house.
He regains his belief in God and man.

With this happy ending, culminated by Eppie's marriage,
George Eliot shows that man will always be rewarded for his
sufferings, I don't think Silas' reward ¥ is an especially
good one. By the end of the story, the superstitiously
ignorant, dull, ponderous, pompous citizens of Raveloe are
on the whole quite odious to me. After years of unfriend-
liness, to be accepted by them doesn't seem a reward. . But
Silas is happy. The recovery of his money and the marriage
of his daughter make him a contented man.

As I have mentioned, the setting of the story is the
village of Raveloe. The location influences the people
and their actions somewhat. The town is a prosperocus one.
Therefore the inhabitants are prosperous and slightly -

uggish. The period in time is the changing fomr a rural
an industrial era. This hint of progress is not appar-
ent in Raveloe, where you feel that anythihg modern or
different would be very much opposed.

The flashbacks to Lantern Yard are more pertinent.

Here you get a firsthand account of the tragedy that so
nearly ruins Silas Marner's life. You become familiar
with the people there, their meeting-place, and their cus-
toms., When Silas returns after living in Raveloe, you
receive almost as great a shock as he does, The Lantern
Yard desribed hardly fits your preconceived picture of it.
But, nevertheless, it somehow seems fitting that so much
has changed. The setting in that scene many years later
helps creat the feeling that the mystery of Silas Marner
and Lantern Yard need never be solved, 8%

The main theme of this story is what happens to some-
one when he loses faith in God and man. George Eliot tells
us that he is rewarded and again joins human society. This
is a pleasant little dream, but I think too often it is not -
fmmo true. I do not think that nowadays many people would
have the strength of soul and the forgiveness of mind to
forget the wrongs that had been done them. Especially if
in order to prove they had forgotten them, they had to spend
the rest of their days in a small, rather stupid, slow=:
moving town like Raveloe, However, I agree with the author
that a small child or a very innocent being can often restore
a man's faith. The child Eppie is George Eliot's proof that
there is good in man. And her existence vindicates mankind
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in Bilas' eyes. After he adopts Eppie, it suddenly gives
him something to live for. He has someone to take care

of and cherish., This, I think may well be the underlying
theme of Silas Marner: that a man must have something else,
some vital, important thing to live for, otherwise his life
is meaningless. This idea is more original and more tang-
ible than the loss and restoration of faith, which has been
the plot of a great many books.

In her book, the author illustrates many other 'axioms'
of life. The death of Dunstan Cass shows that crime never
pays. For renouncing his own child, Eppie, Godfrey Cass .
never knows the joy of a child. George Eliot also tells us
that you love the person who has suffered and sacrificed
for you, not your flesh and blood parent, by making Eppie
refuse to live with Godfrey. These facts are fairly obvious
I would say, to realistic, modern-day people. Perhaps they
were not so obvious at the time when Silas Marner was written
Perhpas George Eliot felt they needed to be pointed out once
again. I don't know. —However the case may be, I have run
acroge-them to often to be properly impressed. "

- (I did not enjoy Silas Marner very much, I fedx that the
style ¢ i : ) ' e The author's
foreshadowing is laid on a little too thickly. For instance,
the stone pit is always surrounded by such an aura of mystery
that you know someone is sure to wind up in it. Dunstan,
when he robs Silas, is certain that the 0ld weaver has fallen
into it. Later, Silas himself worries about Eppie tumbling
in. The climax of the subplot, when Dunstan's body is found,
is then no climax at all, but merely a long expected event.,
The characters, except for Silas and Godfrey Cass, seem very
unreal. Nancy's prim sweetness and self-rebuke for Godfrey's
unhappiness when they are married, is much to good to be true.
The hatred and evil Dunstan shows is too strong because every-
one has a little good in him. I think that most of the char-
acters are too much generalized, typifying a kind of person
rather than an individual. The line drawn between the charact-
ers is much too heavy. In actuality, people are made different
by the small, obscure details of their personality:

The neatness with which everyone got exactly what they
deserved bothered me also., Bf course I realize that the author
was illustrating a point, but it doesn't happen that way in
real life, It is an unrealistic idea that everyone will get
his just desserts. Too d'ten this is not the case and over-
emphasizing it only serves to make the other points less
forceful.

I think George Eliot is very fluent with description.

The first three or four pages are mood-invoking and give you
a clear picture of Raveloe's citizens. I also think that her
fundamental ideas are accurate if not profound. All the things
she shows us are very true. But I have a dread of repitition
and her themes have been used before. I believe that one of
the main duties ofm a writer is to embody origimal thoughts:
that are nonetheless just as important as often-quoted, time-
worn ones. If the author cannot think up a different idea,
Ehe least that can be done is to present the old, used idea

N a new, unused, exciting way, I do not feel that George Eliot
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creates this effect,

I think thay this book is best placed in the student's
reading agenda. In the introduction to this story, Silas
Marner is compared to Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's
Cabin. It said that while Silas Marner is still widely read,
Uncaée Tom's Cabin is a book for historical researchers only.

T have read it and I enjoyed it much more than Silas Marner.

I feel that while it is not a classic, it is written in a

way which expresses great feeling. I found that Silag Marner
had been written for the sake of writing alone, 1 don't

know whether of not it is still a widely read novel. Possibly
the amount of cutting has made it seem choppy and sbrupt. But
in any case I think that Silas Marner belongs among the school-
child's books, for what good it will give them, rather than
shelved with the classics of the world.

)
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Work Sheet 5

kscape!

The time you feel most abandoned, im?@;soned, and desert-
ed by the world, is when you are stranded in an immense depart-
ment store. Your instructions are to be home by noon, and the
clock already reads ten A.M This indeed is a predicament.
Your escape will involve concentration, determination, and
courage, to say nothing of pure genius. So you tuck yourself
away in the lingerie section and begin plotting your exit.

At last inspiration strikes. You have told the saleslady,
"No, thank you," ten times, and she looks rather annoyed. But
it doesn't really matter, because in one illuminating flash you
realize your problems are solved - almost. You remember there
is a bus stop only half a block away from the department store.

‘ If you can reach it you are free. Nevertheless, the fact remains
) that as of now you are still trapped. To escape, or not to escape -
' » that is the question.

f By this timey you feel as if you have developed agoraphobia
?fT&' ' buried between the petticoats. However, with the awful knowledge
that the time is 10:45, you nerve yourself to leave this retreat.
To the left, to the right, above and below, people swarm like
ants. They have crawled between the smallest cracks, and stuffed
themselves into every conceivable crevice. Thisg is how it secems
at first., But you race on, go down an up-escal®dr, knock over
several people whose only crime is that they belong to the human
race, and finally reach the electric eye door. Here you pause.
The door, ferocious in its vicious swing, appalls you. Hoards
of frantic housewives, rock-'n-roll teenagers, miserable looking
husbands, and wobbling old ladies are swept in with every revo-
lution of the door. Crowds of complacent women, bubblelgum chew-
ing teenagers, bewildered males, and still wobbling o0ld ladies
are swept out with every swing of the door. Can you make it?

* ok Xk
‘That night, after dinner, your mother smiles sweetly at
you and says, "Since you spent all day having such a good time
shopping and walking around, how about doing the dishes for me

and babysitting for your little brother afterwards, while your
father and I go out and have some fun?"

Mfy—"‘“")“/“”? )
jmt SecZive  ToppEL
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Directions: After studying the assigned pages in the textbook
carefully, write a short incident from your 1life. Use vivid, exciting
words. Let us see your personality. If you can draw, illustrate your
"sketch.". give 1t a good, interesting title.

Fantasies on Other Worlds

I am lucky enough to have been many places in the world.
My parentsiare writers,. and in their quest for materialy we
have managed to traipse through most of Europe.  Our travels
first began when I was just geven years old. By the time I
was nine,  we-had been gone the States for two years, and
had covered Spain, Italy, Switzerland, and Austria. To
celebrate 'my ninth birthday we reacheg ﬁ?e.West Indies, and
a little"island Barbados, in the Cargibean Sea.

A child who spends two years away from the influence of
children ‘in 'her" own'‘age group, is bound to'lead'a strange
life., I did. My parents were avid readerS/yand had carted
boxes of books all the way from home. 'So, because traveling
is a somewhat lonely life, I began struggling wlth Dostoievsky,
Dickens, Shakespeare, Dumas, Longfellow, and naturally books
my parents had written. From these works I found a fascinat-
ing world. It was a world in which my imagination sprouted
wings and flew. It was a world of impossibilities. It was
my world., - -8 W ! : ;

Although I realized deep down inside that this world did
not exist, it did not become any’'less real to me. I made it
real by drawing maps, characters, and scenery. I invented
personalities. " It was''a’ land of its own. : '

I nasmed it Nakaba. It was a planet circled by a green
star. It had provinces and counties. It was covered by the
Hundred Forests and the Sands:Beach, with multi-colored waves.
The ruler was the Man of Gems, who glowed with precious stones.
The co-ruler was the Queen of Nakaba, who had no name because
she was queen. The Hazel Girl, with a body covered with fine
hazel hair, was the Man of Gemg'ssister.' They all lived in
the palace of Nakabalia, the ‘capital of the planet. ]

Different countries provide fertile soil for fantasies.
kspecially in Barbados, which is steeped in its own super-
stitions and ancient beliefs, other worlds become real. So
it was with me. I spent hours in the company of the royalty
of Nakaba. There were wars with other planet worlds, peace
pacts, and treaties. There were special festival days. There
were problems of state,.and skg&rmishes with outlying provinces.
I treated my planet to as many difficulties as I knew of.

It is five years since I last played in Nakaba. I xkmiwm
seldom think of it. But when I do, I still picture a land
of deep valleys, fabulous colors, marvelous, enticingly strange
characters, and adventures. And if I continue thinking sbout
it, I must confess, throwing modesty to the winds, that I 4did
a pretty good job.

Turn to page H‘Bf*tgif\fjit and begin work on Assignment 5.

"*“"‘%\'Z-\\*_K* /
English IIIx-59, Unit III, page 11 T ad J’ Qﬁwc» £
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Work Sheet .5

Directions ;. ; Insert.thercommasvin the proper plaqe in‘the follow-.

ing sentences.

LGN

1.v’§;ther said, "I am not sure that you should drive the car five

English IITx-59, Unit III, page 12

hundred mil€s in one day."
Having heard the story)the Jjudge was lenient.

The fans were Jjubilant; and the coach’a pessimist most of the time
began to dream of a pennant. /

While Father paddled,Mary sat very still in the back of the boat.

In the races at the field meet,I won two blue ribbons, and my
brother Stan won two blue ribbons in the Jumping events.

Hal sank 23 free throws out of ,25; Brad)only eighteen.

It was Henry nottHenry's twin brotheg'who won,

)
Before 1ong1John came in.
I turned on the television;but there was no picture.
After playing badminton, I was ready to relax in the shade.

To hold that picture T would use a nai% not a screw.

Miss Bates enJoys counsellng’or she would do some. other kind of
work.

"Cake) not pie) is my favorite dessert)" said Er'nie) "but I eat both."

Write out completely "Learning Activity" Part 3, C, page 92, in

BBE (text.) inserting the necessary commas.
256 River Drive

Harbor Springs, Michigan
August: 26, 19—~ - -

Dear Aunt. Em,

This morning. -lother said to me, "Have you ertten that letter to. Aunt
Em?"  You see, Aunt Bm, I am.a:slow person and my mother thinks that I
always have-to be.put. to work.: I believe, to:tell the truth, that I agree
wi-th her. . Although I really.do.like to-get letters, I iseem:to be lazy
about writing them.

Since. I am writing, I'l11l try to tell something ihteresting that you mmmk
would .like to shear. The most important -thing is that Mother has a new
permsnent wave. Every one of us thinks that she looks like g kid. Dad
said, MNoweverybody will think that . you are. my daughter." . We like .to
tease her; but as you well know, Aunt Em, we are proud a§ can be of our
girliEish mother.

5
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Recently, a great wave of controversy has swept our
country. This involves the monumental question whether
or not it should be up to the individual to decide how
many cars his family should own. As of now, the nation
is divided into two determined groups, every member of
which is willing to die for his convictions. 1 have
been appointed by the group whcih I represent to present
the argument for our side, which has often been slighted.

The party to which I have pledged my support is com-
posed of free-thinking Americans. They all believe in the
Constitution. They are ready to give up their lives in
order to defend their democratic beliefs. At this moment
we are considering having some of our members commit suicide
by fire as a protest to the inconsistent, muddled concepts
miggsole ®aww which have taken hold of much of America. Every
individual in our group is a clear-headed, logical human
being. Because they are logical and clear-headed, they
realize the necessity for some kind of law clarifying the ~
rules governing the possession of automobiles. It is unfair
and undmerican that some families should own four cars, while
others must struggle along with only two. Therefore we feel
it is vital that every family be forced to buy three cars
and no more. Some of our opponents raggedly argue that cer-
tain families do not need three cars and that others cannot
afford to dmpik buy them. Of course, anyone can immediately
see that these views border on idiocy. We all want three
cars, and every sbhool-child knows that America is a prosper-
ous country. Surely all of us can afford the money which
will insure us a democratic country. Or are some of us too
miserly? The answer, I'm afraid, is that some of us are.

Several members of the opposition complain that they seldom
see the parallel our party draws between democracy and having
every family own three cars. Of course it is obvious to any
but those whose minds are clouded by undemocratic ideals.
Naturally, if every family buys three cars, this will boost
our economy. 1t will also enable each family to feel equal
to any other family. It is a breeding place for feelings
of inferiority when one family that ohly owns two cars is
confronted with a family that owns three. Such feelings
can be detrimental to democracy.

Having shown you our sound arguments, I feel sure that I
have convinced you of the rightness of our party. As a
“clincher," I will give you a guote from the President, which
with a few words eliminated to save space, reads: "Automobiles
.+ .should be...restricted to...three per...family." With this
heartening assurance from the President himself, I will be
content with reminding you once more to vote Yes when our
bill for the preservation of democracy comes up this November.
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Book Report 2

‘TITLE: The Idiot

AUTHOR: Fyodor Dostoyevsky

This famoussclassic has impressed me as one of the greatest
novels ever written. The author conceived a brilliant idea and
executed it with accuracy and passion. This book embodies a
profound insight on human life. It is a masterpiece worthy of
acclaim.

"~ Dostoyevksy has attacked a problem of monumental importance.
He asks, "What is the perfect man?"' Prince Leo Myshkin, the idiot,
is an epileptic, so naive and innocent that his condition borders
on simpleé?hdedness. Yet through the story there runs a disturbing
thought. s the prince more than he seems? Is he possibly the
perfect man?

The answer to this Dostoyevsky leaves to you. He draws no
conclusions, but only sets the facts before you. However, with
the material he has given you, you cannot help forming some very
deep conclusions. How can this Prince Myshkin be the perfect man?
The author himself has shown you that the prince is clumsy, bungling,
and ridiculous. He tells you that the prince-is a fierce hater of
the Catholic Church, and that he is madly in love with the daughter
of his friend, General Yepanchin. Are these the earmarks of a
perfect man? At first glance you certainly wouldn't think so.

The prince's unbelievable kindness and forgiveness seem to stem

from his simple-mindedness. Yet as the story develops, the character
of the prince becomes a complex construction which no one can hope

to solve. He is no longer just an’'idiot, ' but someone who quite
possibly could be a perfect man. About these questions you can only
gspeculate.

It is impossible not to speculate. You begin to wonder whether
the world's ideas of the perfect man are very clear. Ask any love-
sick teenager and she will invariably reply, "Someone who is rich,
handsome, and popular." But obviously this does not congtitute a
perfect man. A wiser person might answer, "One who is kind, forgiv—
ing, sacrificing, and noble." This, most ceptainly, would define
'perfect.' But we must remember that we are discussing a man who
has lusts and desires. This broadens the scope. Would his wants
be perfect too? What would a perfect desire consist of ? No one
can answer these questions, I least of all. But they are all
questions Dostoyevsky asks of you.

Prince Myshkin is so good and so unaware of the insults often
paid to him that it aggravates his friends. They themselves become
frustrated with him for his lack of qualities that make us human.

He seems unconscious of sarcasm. He is always truthful, which
bothers his aquaintances most of all.

But all these qualities which annoy both the characters and
at times the readér for all the trouble they cause, are possibly
the things which could meke Prince Myshkin a perfect man; that is,
if he is a perfect man. Although these 'faults' are blamed on his
epilepsy, they mey not be faults at 2ll, For instance, he gives
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up the woman he loves to marry Nastasya Filippovna, a 'fallen!
woman, entirely out of pity. He is condemned very strongly and
harshly for this. How can he spoil the life of Aglaya, his
previous fiance? How can he stoop to marry a woman who has openly
been someone else's mistress? How can he marry this Nastasya
when he admits that he doesn't love her? Everyone says it serves
him right when on the day of their wedding Nastasya Filippovna
runs away with another man. But this pity that is not love which
he offers Nastasya is worthy of Christ.

The previous paragraphs have, I hope, shown that no one knows
what kind of man Prince Leo Myshkin is. His friends always say
that either he is a man of great wisdom or a lunatic, they don't
know which. It would be impossible for the reader to decide. By
this indecision Dostoyevsky shows us that no one can recognize a
pervect man, _

The prince is influenced by the setting of the story, which is
Russia, mid-nineteenth century. He is surrounded by the aristocracy
of Mother Russia. He is faced with people who greatly value money
and respectability. But their standards are often shallow. As long
as a man is outwardly presentable, he can think as many lecherous
thoughts as he wants and be thoroughly evil inside. Of course, in
a story of this length (it is 660 pages) there are bound to be all
sorts of people. There is Lebedev, a slick, obsequious gossip-
monger. There is his daughter Vera, a sweet girl devoted to the
prince. There is the Yepanchin family. General Yepanchin all hig
life has been known as a man who knows his place. His greatest
ambition is to assert himself, so he can stop asking himself is he
a mouse or a man, His wife's desire is to overcome her rather lowly
origin and jump into the limelight. Their daughters, with the
youngest of whom, Aglaya, the prince is madly in love, are all
highly intelligent, determined girls. Mrs. Yepanchin, in spite of
all her bigotry, declares staunchly that he has a good head on his
shoulders. 7Yet often as not she will not admit him into her house.
Aglaya truly loved him, but she calls him an idiot and ridicules him
in front of others. These and many other characters mold Prince
Myshkin into a strange being. And the country's influence on the
story is demongtrated in the glittering sceneées of fabulously rich
parties, typically nineteenth century romances, and passionately
obeyed, almost ritualistic customs and traditions.

The Idiot is built around the idea that a perfect man is not
necessarily perfect by our standards. Dostoyevsky tells us what
we all know, but often forget, that a man is to be judged by what
is inside him, not by outward appearances. Most important of all,,
The Idiot is saying to all those who care to listen to its outspoken
voice, that too often man is taken for granted., As Anna said in
The King and I, every man should be a king in his own right.

In and around this theme are woven various intrigues and love
affairs. The becutiful, demented Nastasya Filippovnz is loved by
many men. She desperately loves the prince, but knows that she isg
ruining hig life by her devotion. Aglaya, the daughter of General
Yepanchin, also loves the prince. When the prince deserts her out
of pity for Nastasya, she never recovers from the shock.

Dostoyevsky also expresses some of his own ideas throughx: the
speeches of his characters. He worries about the feudal, archaic
land system that was then in use in Russia. He complains that the




3e ' ‘

world was becoming too modern too fast, leaving behind some of

its best culture. He sly!@y tackles high society, those people
who never speak beyond trivial, polite, empty phrases which almost
seem memorized out of a common book. He defends Russia, looks
down on socialism, and creates a havoc of imagination.

Dostoyevsky complained to a friemd in a letter that he some-
times doubted whether The Idiot was realistic enough to please
such a material society. For me, although quite possibly some
scenes are unreal, and some characters exaggerations of more down—
to—earth people, everything is written in such a forceful manner
that this doesn't matter. In answer to Dostoyevsky's question about
the reality of his book, a hundred years later I answer that I
think the mark of a truly realistic book is to be able at times
to like and respect a character, and at others detest and feel
infuriated with the same one. I was able to do this with most
of the characters of The Idiot. They are always true to them-—
selves. They never deviate from their personalities to suit the
twisgts of the story. This makes them seem as real as any person.

The setting also makes the story more pleasurable. It gives
the tale an exotic flavor of foreigness and different times. It
creates a world which accepts the unrealities of Dostoyevsky's
work, whereas in another country more familiar they would have been
reduced to absurdities. Russia, as a background, is mysterlous
and effective. Dostoyewsky mentions it only enough to keep it
that way. '

To whom would I recommend this book? I would recommend it
certainly only to people who are prepared to do some deep thinking.
The Idiot cannot be read as you would read a mystery novel. = You
must. devote much of your time and energy to thinking about the
questlons it poses. Sitting down to read it, you must not feel it
is 2 thick chore to get out of the way, but rather a pleasure that
you should try to prolong. Therefore I think that only a deep-
thinking person, fully aware of the wonderful qualities in the
quantity of pages, could appreciate to the utmost Dostoyevsky's
most pertinent work, his most sensitive book, his most vivid novel,
The Idiot.
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I have always relished adventure. ZEver since I can
remember, the unexpected and the unexplored have excited
and enticed me. Two years ago, when we were living in
the Palisades, at the brink of the sea, I found an un-
charted canyon; that is to say, it was "uncharted" because
I had never been down it. Obviously, I was going to
conquer Temescal Canyon.

I laid my plans carefully. Cunningly I chose a day
when no one was at home, and no one was expected. I dug
out my oldest blue-jeans and a ragged pair of tennis shoes.
With a sweater flung over my shoulders, I left the house.
I felt as fully equipped as Hillary when he began the
climb to the summit of Everestxz.

.
7

There is something definitely conspiratorial about

- doing something in secret. It is much more thrilling than
. something done with complete acknowledgement and consent.
This, to some extent, explained the emotions I experienced
as I trudged down the road,

Temescal Canyon lies at the base of the Coast Highway.
The only approach to it is down a slippery path with unsure
footholds, winding down the side of a cliff, When I placed
my foot on this path, I knew my adventure had begun.

How do you feel when you have rolled, scrambled, and
scratched your way down a sandy hill-side? Well, you feel
dirty. But you also feel strangely agitated, as though
you are waiting for some imminent happening. I imagined
that you feel no less agitated than Thor Heyerdahl felt as
he started out on his perilous journey to rolynesia,

Of course, I'm not arguing that the adventures I have
in any way equal the courage and spirit that it takes to
climb the highest mountain in the world, or sail across
an ocean on a raft. But I do contend that my adventures
are certainly just as much fun and excitement. |

After I had emptied out my shoes and mopped my face,

I felt equal to the challenge that awaited me. Walking
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across a sewer pipe, I found myself at the base of the
canyon. Its mouth loomed, eerie and not especially
inviting. Great trees swelled from either side, and
the murky stream snarled at my appearance.
This cold reception did not daunt me. But after
looking at it for a while, I Jjudged that the hardest way
is not always the best, although no one can deny that it
is the most courageous. So leaving the sluggish stream,
I headed for a road going parallel to the canyon.
I marched along this road until I was thoroughly
disgusted with myself. After all, was I a valient explorer,
or wasn't I? At this Jjuncture, the answer seemed to be no.
My object was not to reach the other side of Temescal Canyon
b¥ walking around it. I had come to climb into it and - I
hoped - climb out of it.
All I could see from my place on the road were the
tops of the trees, looking something like a spring matress.
I knew that somewhere amid all that strangeness rambléd my
little, familiar, if not friendly, stream. Singing "The\ 7l o/
British Grenadiers" for courage, I charged down the hillsi¥e, yawwc)
imggining myself to be something of a cross between the A&@<
Light Brigade and Teddy Roosevelt's Rough Riders. / ,4xzh,/
It is really remarkable how deeply a person can become
involved in his immediate surroundings. I am sure that at
that moment I was no longer a Jjunior high school child,
worried about homework and tests, wrapped up in hair-dos
and clothes. Suddenly the back-drop of civilization fell
away. I could have been on a strange world, on another
planet. I was transformed into a gallant creature, facing
insurmountable odds, and always conquering. I became at
once all my prevelantly worshipped heroces. I was the un-
defeated champion,
Soon I found that although I was undefeated, I was
having a rather hard time holding my title. The sides oﬂ
the canyon sloped steeply, and they were covered with ,
bramble which scratched and tore. This was a most undig-
nified situation for a valiant hero, and I was glad when
I reached the stand of trees. I was not so glad when I
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found that there seemed to be no bottom to this can§on;
miles and miles of trees stretched downward. A new
challenge confronted me.

As I broke branches and crashed into the undeebrush,
I felt as Bruce must have when he cried, "Just wait, old
thing, we'll get you yet!™ even though I was only twelve
and he was descending from Mt. Everest.

There is something funny about adventure novels.
Each one contains something to the effect that the brave
explorer missed the easy turn-off by only a few paces:
€.8s4 'The way to safety lay Jjust feet away, but he blindly
stumbled on." Now it is very ironical that this sentence
appears in almost every story because it happens to be so
impossible that it's true. I kept thinking of this because
I had recently passed what looked like an opening in the
maze of trees., By-passing it, I thought ruefully that even
a mouse could get through this with a higher score than I.
As I "blindly stumbled on," I remembered the entrance, and
with a melodramatic gesture, retraced my steps. Melodrama
or no melodrama, it worked. My struggles lessened, and
soon I had made contact with the stream.,

Half my goal had been won: I had reached the bottom.
Now I had to reach the top. But not yet. I lay panting
by the edge of the stream, afraid to drink because of the
open sewer which made a not-too-scenic background. Civili-
zation was gone. Although only yards separated me from
the busy, pushing, every-day people, I felt as isolated as
if I were the last person on earth. It was incredible to
believe that above me people were talkimg, children screech-
ing, dogs barking. ILife could not be going on in the same
fashion as it had half an hour ago, yet it was. And suddenly
I felt I had to, for all my noble, disdeinful airs, join
my fellow-man.

At this point, I began to feel frightened., I knew someone
was going to jump out of the bushes and grab me. Or possibly
night would fall and catch me unawares, leaving me stranded

at the bottom of Temescal. The glory of the moment was gone.
I had been successful. My initial relief had passed, and
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only an intense desire to regain home remained.

The return trek was by far the hardest part of my
expedition. The canyon's back wall was almost completely
vertical. The ground was unstable, and sloppy giant
succulents overhung the stream, their roots burxied in
the side of the canyon. But I didn't notice this. I
bit, fought, and clawed my way up that last side. Every-
thing was so dream-like that I could hardly credit its
existence, My battle with the succulents continued. My
mouth was full of grit, and I felt considerably less heroic

Adhan at the outset of my journey. But then I saw something
A

/

' carriage, the seams ripped opeh, and a wheel missing. It

(\fhich renewed my faith. It was an 0ld, discarded baby

looked very forlorn, resting at a slant on the hillside.

At that moment, feeling rather abandoned myself, I certainly
could have commiserated with it. And I could also pity

it! DPoor baby carriage! It would never again carry babies
or roll along suburban streets. How sad that, after a life-
time of service, it should it should be so neglected!

I took farewell of the buggy. My sympathy faded in
the attempt® to reach civilization and reality again. I
éiigbed and struggled. It seemed I would never reach the
top. But then I thought I saw something. Steady! I
cautioned myself. It might be an optical illusion. By
this time I felt fully ready to be subject to one. However,
closer inspection proved me right. It was a house! It was
blue and white, with a warped screen door. A tricycle
lay forgotten on the browned grass, baked carefully to a
toasty crisp in the oven of the sun. A dog growled fiercely
at my unexpected arrival. A sprinkler was turned on.

I imagine I recgéived some odd looks from the inhabitants
of that blue and white house, on whose garden I was so
gratefully sprawled. My facex was flushed and streaked with
sweat. My clothes were dirty and my knees had come through
my jeans. My hair was covered with burrs and twigs. My
lips were cracked, my eyes glazed. My tongue was swollen to
the roof of my mouth. But none of this mattered. I was
riding a gallant white steed. I was clothed in shining

g:T’t‘l a3 S
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armour. About me glowed the aura of a miracle. It
was a moment worthy of exultation. Imaginary crowds
cheered, and I humbly accepted their praise. My
head whirled with glory. For I, now lying inmx a
stranger‘s garden, had climbed Temescal Canyon.

h @< c{,ZZS

(el Hone - @ G
M"ke%’ﬁy} a’/“/zz 915;,/\ ’ che

mee) pelS Clry  Bsu |
ContCorn el

S—can_

LAAN_ S

E M M{,W(a:‘ ;

[g(__ af- /’*LM %'4"//\

1



Rl ro deathalatl alkond tum&_m“{&mg&_zg____'
ma&&m w&&}“m&m 4 MM Dot Uy ondoru to

e Nomsall, Yoo Sodiealon oB Mo wobn sopared
o\bQIxus&&f\\ ombl . ams AD bm\, an T \\N\SLDE_ Wo s MMM

~Ple #luns Sio idinua moking e o ans

M_m&ﬁw dn g, {Q\(r& X aw
: 3N - S -

J\&u\'dh W )AQQA h § &1\0

DN -

N L/

D mL,EkN:; m&




" ) \ Vi

- ‘ A
f O e xmm'm-mr . 154
| pm‘ N uwr_ TR \.\

w&.fh. QAN . 01_‘\.\.0 A..n 2aay MJ\3

- mmp’\

YN

U’Qn




Lol
NHER |

m___d_ AX A ;~‘ i - l

Mm VIR M AAD > M AL AALSA'AYS (SN

m&m ” g

.'A A ‘. ‘A_AA_A NAY “" A’ ‘A“A!_A_.\\ A ‘A[ ) "\ _ﬂﬁo—_ﬁ
- . i
A5 01 N "ﬁt AN BAAL -‘ 64 lil" ‘A‘..- ,' \r'}"m‘!!‘ 2 A (AL
+ . x-m. o { ] .; f
j ﬂ JAAN > VALY Y BRJ’U'W\AJ) - 200 AN _d'Er pl ﬁ;‘ !', MNRS) AC‘A'




%@_ ”ﬁﬁ; m%wm iy 9; @ '_‘

t"}fﬁ“‘ i Yooﬂ._ L\ VYA d‘&kn_ stanand MM |




ctimae Sht, Hind £ dufy A

nge o gl y A Toma v of Yoo

TN

. -
-

MA&MMW\&)

_ _FR_A;@WJ)

cmididid o Lot e duniaud bmabe
M ordiods iﬂu—wmm a‘é ‘Mw.JnA&;i — s




o
g




q "
\\
x B

_ﬁgj;sa.m oo - _ IR
ey mudd dage Ho il it ndiidials

proporedd b cesugh o soporsidllos oo ddins howe -

C“\WY\M_,;?_\LAL# L :




__ﬂm, ; Mfﬁ; M&i@o{ d

A&MM ,Mrw 0«&1:&1\ ch %@JJL .__
WMM\«M
Pm,&qw Mha Qg,ﬁt_ﬂp& ﬂmu.,.._ﬁ*__

VN wm,cﬁ 0(«\ l(\AM\(Q anl ma woedl 4@ Qe T
( ik ﬁh,_\m ora Yo e v\m&
| M&mﬁm&ﬁ& ) menkos é% mrm&nw,xﬂ\nﬂm% Hore Fowes -




fo Prosdiar

D | - ®

| _Lyg@i _mla&ﬂAoe:m{mJ_@gJ\J{fm.i«An~mjﬂmo_ wodke,

. A)@S&_%&& ﬂm&, a%fm %#Mmami MM}N\AL u/&hm_
- Mess Moo aalnes msb ; SO AT,

o el Mo ondl o Mo ook, Mino Memd diveuman

I Adh Uik
V)

T ST ey win T]







e

(k)

) ,A’ Jo Freedman
AlO English, Period 1.
) April 16,1964

oz BOOK_REPORT
Stephens, James The Crock of Gold New York Macmillan Co, 1952

The Crock of Gold appears, at first glance, to be a subtly
humorous fantasy. James Stephens recreates a mystical world of
leprechauns and gods that delights the mind and amuses the intellect,
And he chuckles g little to himself - but ever so quietly! - over this
classical Irish fable he has written.

Yet the comedies of this fanciful world are not the theme of
the book., Stephens delves deeply into wells of dquiet contemplation.
Each page suggests some new ldea or concept. He writes with meaning-
ful symbols; every laugh hides a tear and each tragedy houses g
smile, These constant implications are plain?! he is hinting at the
unanswerable questions of life's meaning and our purpose on earth.

Stephans offers many solutions to the questions he poses, Each
philosophical answer is embodied in a character who presents 1t much
as in Greek drama. For instance, the Philosopher represents the
unending, unswerving search for pure, unadulterated wisdom, In this
Ssearch he loses something vital to human existence. "... there were
only two kinds of sounds anywhere - these were conversation and noise:l
‘he liked the first very much indeed, but he spoke of the second with
stern disapproval, and even when it was made by a bird, a breeze, or
a shower of rain, he grew angry and demanded that it should be
abolished.,! The rustle of a breeze or the delicate pounding of rain
is beautiful. But to the Philosopher these sounds are a bother be-
cause they can not teach him anything. Perhaps this 1is because he
does not look deep enough into thelr messages.

The Philosopher makes free with his great knowledge. As he
himself says, "A sword, a spade, and a thought should never be '
allowed to rust." Because he believes that "Order is the first law,"
his life is a pattern of reflection and meditation. However, this
search for wisdom becomes ponderous in its continuity. His thoughts
have decayed and withered him. The wise Philosopher has ceased to
be humen and exists only as a dull and heavy collectlion of knowledge.
But he feels that life is no more than "... a petticoat about death,"
and he hardly notices his own stagnancy. : '

More important than the Philosopher is Pan, the god of the plpes,
a mysterious enchanter, half man and half goat. To those who listen
to his sad and frenzied notes, he offers impassioned orgies 1in place
of love and unrest instead of fulfillment. For him, "Right is a
word and Wrong is a word, but the sun shines in the morning and the
dew falls in the dusk without thinking of these words which have no
meaning." He is galety incarnate - a wild, senseless, despalring
galety, for he sees no hope for truth and purity. "Man is a god
and a beast. He aspires to the stars with his head but his fee?t
are contented in the grasses of the field, and when he forsakes
the brute upon which he stands then there will be no more men,
and no more women and the immortal gods will blow this world away
like smoke." To compensate for this feeling, he strives to become
a mad and merry creature, revelling in the emotions of physical E
love. He counsels the Philosopher, "Wisdom is righteous and clean,
but love is unclean and holy." "Virtue," says Pan, "is the

-
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performance of pleasant actions." Under this definition, he
leads g life of physical satisfaction. Yet it does not bring
him happiness, He 1s searching as the Philosopher is searching =-
but in denying the assignment of meaning to life, he negates his
search, '

- Interspersed among these two opposing ideologiles, James
Stephens inserts his own feelings - symbolized by the forgotten
god, Angus Og. Once this god was loved and revered, but he has
been placéd on a shelf with other "oldfashioned" beliefs. He is
condemned to a wandering, lonely life, frequenting craggy mountain
tops and desolate caves. He has learned many things about human
beings - beings, who whether they will admit it or not, are his
people. "Curiosity will conquer fear even more than bravery will,"
he asserts ... for hunger and love and curlosity are the great
impelling forces of life. Great thoughts and ideas are acceptable
in thelr place but unmotivated by these forces they will never be
successful, Stephens also feels that people are becoming a bit
too self-important, as when he slyly remarks of a hummingbird?

"He never flew where he wanted to go himself, but only where God
directed him, and so he did not fare at all badly.'! This obviously
becomes a mikd scolding of the human race. James Stephens is
almost inordinately concerned with "the greatest thing in the
world,% This thing, he feels, is the deciding fact of life, I%
is the thing which above all influences and leads humanlity. To
this end he suggests various solutions: Pan says it 1s Hunger;

the great and good god Angus Og knows that it is the Divine
Imagination., But Caitilin, the beautiful, pure villaﬁe daughter,
makes the wisest choice of all. For she thinks that "Happiness

is the greatest thing in the world." In this thought there is
enough hope to last the world for centuries to come.

The various conflicts of The Crock of Gold are simply resolved
at the finish. The Philosopher concedes that V... wisdom may not
be the end of everything. Goodness and kindliness are, perhaps,
beyond wisdom. Is it not possible that the ultimate end is galety
and music and a dance of Joy?" Pan smilingly departs and forgets
his conquests of love and passion. Angus Og finds hope again and
prepares to enter the world of people and teach them the duty of
life which ",.. is sacrifice of self: it is to renounce the little
ego that the mighty ego may be freed." He goes to educate the
world because "...until the last fool has grown wise wisdom will
totter and freedom will still be invisible." This last point
Stephens holds very dear. The Irishman worked long and hard for
a free, independent Eire. Possibly he took upon himself the role
of Angus Og, in order to rid the world of its fools,

Besides a talented flair for the humorous, the author can
create ideas that are truly beautiful in their innocence and
simpliecity. When he describes the tender awakenings of the
thoughts of a young peasant girl, he becomes poetic: "A thought
is a real thing and words are only its raiment, but a thought is
as shy as a virgin; unless it is fittingly apparelled we may not
look on its shadowy nakedness: we may not comprehend until, with
aching minds, listening and divining, we at last fashion for 1%
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those symbols which are its protection and its banner." But
Stephens can also be surprisingly bitter for a writer of fantasy.

He knows a bloody history of rebellions ageinst suppression that
rockdd Ireland for centuries; he knows of the people's strength,

won only by struggle for adequate food and shelter when the absentee
landlords ruled most of the Emerald Isle. In The Crock of Gold

a woman remerks to the Philosopher with a bitter smile, "Isn't 1t
wisdom to go through the world without fear and not to be hungry

in a hungry hour?" and it is hard to remember that this is 1light
fantasy known for 1ts humor.

The value and worth of this book to the world are tremendous.
Fantasy can be one of the most enduring art forms because 1t offers
readers a different, ildeslistic life - a life that could be. Most
people have a longing, although it may often be hidden, for a better,
happier world. It is difficult to find this in a realistic novel
which only depicts the wretfhed, deplorable side of life. Fantasy
appeale to the hope that one day we shall overcome all our misfor-
tunes. It nourishes the idea that the world will someday be a
paradise.

A humorous fantasy, such as ths one, is even more effectlve,
because through humor people can laugh without anger or embarrass-—
ment at their own foibles and failings. The ability to laugh at
yourself and not take yourself too serlously is an important part
of being able to live in harmony with the rest of humanity.
Fantasy helps keep the joke, which is the humen race, alive and
kicking. : :

Because fantasy is necessarily philosophical, 1t tends %o
provoke and stimulate original thought. The theories and ideas
it propounds may not be acceptable to the reader, but they provide
him food for thought. Fantasy has immense practical purpose.

The psychologist, Kurt Lewin, once saild, "Nothing is so practical

as a good theory.'" The philosophies outlined in The Crock of Gold
may some day be determining forces in shaping the world. For all

their humor and gentleness, they may hold the secret of civilized

living. Without thiés secret, mankind cennot progress. From this

it follows that nothing is so real as a good fantasy.
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Longfellow: "see A Minor Poet, But Hot a Poetasteleee nd

llenry Wadsworth Longfellow for a generabtion after his
death was Ancrica's most beloved poet, Children were brousht
up on "The Song of Hiawatha." Adulvs enjoyed the pathos of
"Evangeline" and the humor of "Tales of a Wayside Inn.". Ye?b
Longfellow was never a great poet. He was never able to
evole unoea"able joy, os Zdna St. Vincent !Millay later did
in "Renascence." He was never able to speak out against the
curse of slevery with the passion of Bryant or the wit of
Washington Irving. He was never aoble to express adequatbely
the sense of irrepareble loss he felt at the death of his
second wife or his friend Chaerles Sumner. Later, it becane
fashionable to speak of .Longfellow as "the children's poet,”
to condemn his “ﬂnblmantulluy, his experiments in verse form,
his loeck of originality. Yet Longfellow was not a "poebaster."
He was cepable at times of evoking sentiments of sorrow,

2

contentment, and mild humor. His emotions were never deep,
but they were always sincere, '

Henry Wadsworth Longfcllow was born on February 27,
1807, His home was the bmstlin; seaport of Portland, Maine,
He grew up surrounded by the beauty and the violence of the
sea, the creativiiy of the SQipyards, the adventures of the
sailors, He became as much a poet of the sea as Melville,
but the sea never stirred in him the dreszdful zymbolism it
stirred in Melville, P
Longfellow was the poet of acceptance.:> His workes do

G , & world of comfort and mild arfection.
Thig attitude was due in part to his upbringing. His family
NS 2 V¢ ; old and respectable one. Although not wealthy,

the Longfellows were quite well off. Longfellow never
digcovered 1lifc on the other side of the tracks, as Carl
Sandburg did helf a century laber In college, too, Longfelloy

ey B
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was a conscientious, but uninspired student. He refrained
from becoming passionately involved in any aspect of college
life.

Although Longfellow belonged to the Trenscendentzlist
era, he wos not a true represenbtative of the movenment, He
was mildly enreptured with the common man, but he never

.

>1cborated on this theme. He was more concerned with the

(~

romantic charccters ol the American Iandians, as Cooper was,
".‘

ings of old

by

x—~.

or the Vi Norselend. leither was Longfellow an
ardent Unitarion, elthough this was one of the marks of the
Treanscendentalists. Transcendentalists glorified whet was
past sensory experience, but Longfellow rarely went beyond
the senses. In fact, he relied on his senses to interpret
his travel or reading experiences. One reason for his
populearity was that he did nol tag his readers' minds, nor
burden them with profound philosophical concepis,

However, Longfellow embodied some Transcendental views
in his own oublook on life., . He turned to nature for his
inspiration and consolation. He opposed the enslevenment of
men by mane He believed in the essential worth of man, an
attitude which colored his poens in optimistic shades,.

At the age of eighteen, Lonpfellow received an offer

rom his elme meter, Bowdoin University, to chair thce newly

i

fornmed depeartment of modern foreirn languages. Longfellow,
delighted to escape Irom the dreary preparation of a lawycr—
o

.

-be, eagcrl; accepted, He was given & period of Lhree
t

Ci‘
&
.A

rel in Lurone in order to become bebter acquainted
with different tongues. He learned French, Spanish, Porbuguecse,
Italien, and Germen with facility. He also became well~
versed in the spirit and flavor of these languoges.

 This period of travel brought about az nomentous change

LY

in Longfellow's 1life, Although in 1825 he had, with his
usuel eagerneps, written, "I most eagerly aspire after future
eminence in literature; my whole soul burns ardently for it,
it less than

three years later he had given up the idea of a literary

and every earthly thought ntres (gie) in it,
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. 1ittle value,

career, Upon his

Scon the young

narrow confinement of Bowdo
avidivy an offer to chair the

at Hervard

he went abroasd once nore,

Scandinavian countries,

his wife died in childbirth, but

Teacher was

University, Cambridg

Ile exp

De

return to Bowdoin, he threw himself into
translating and teaching foreign literature to his

students.

no longer content with the

University. He accepted with
foreign lenguopge department

game year, in 1834,

time to Germany and the

erienced @deep tragedy when

the loss failed to produce

any literary outburst

Longfellow remained at Canbridge for almost twenty
years. He remarried and bloscomed under the love and
aifection of Trances Apnleton. During this period he began
to write ageine. His first piece, OQutre=lier: A Pilcorimare

Beyond the Sea, was a disa

like a mediccre btravel guldes
Washingbon Irving's

ous prose narrative

vhich

reads
e

t was highly imitative of

style, in which Irving produced Tales of
Later, Voices of the llirht, Longfellow's

the Alhanmbra.

first book of poems, won
Edgar Allan Poe.5

for its delight in

o g oy o - 3
nature and

s, and its sense of the
ally, "A
the wrold and thrust the

1canln{

specia Psalm of TLife,"

into Chinese, Sanckrit, and He
Longfellow's best

adicsl politician wh

Under hisg

bo
influence, Longf

pr alse
The eritic, Gennge Sai
fancy,
massing of
capturcd the
author into fame.

friend was Charles Sumner, the
) ioned the cause of
ellow

even.from his woret critic,

1tubu1y, praised it
s humanitaria

ﬁimo.6 EOne poem
imagination of
It was branslated
rathil,
fiery
the Negro slove.
hond ot

Feranzaial 2 [ TR (. ol SRR
tried his enti-slavery

pocnse This collection was called "perfect dishwater"7 by

the abolitionistes and by larga

2ll ir. Dongfellow's thin

although one de
of o murdercd slasve as "a
Had broken and thrown &‘?“7”9

Still later came "Evan

"The Spanich Student," a QIZJ

books.
SCY
worn=-oub

eline," an
afic

ret Fuller, "the thinnest of

‘!8 I

Lpticn of

works

had

the lifcless Lody

truth, the

A B 4Ly RIS H 3 3
fetter, thet the soul/

ig eloquent.

idyll of Hova

.

poem in

Scobilag
an experimental
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verse form; and The Seaside and the Iireside, a collection
of short, lyricel poems, By this time, Longfellow hed

reached such eminence that he resigned his post at the
universiiy to devote himself to litersture., He wrote
Hiawatha," the rhythnic tale of the American Indien. Whatb
is generally considered his best work, "Teles of a Vayside

Inn," was publicshed soon afterward., His two mogt ent

works were a tranclation of Dante's Divine Comedy, inspired

by the tragic death of hisz second wife, and "Christus,"
a trilogy dealing wilh the three virtues of T
cnd Che

It dealt with religion, sonethi

>

:ith, Hope,

o

1

ity This last work was singularly unsuccessful,

f’J
&

]

o

aVex Longlellow had no strong
convictions about, and with deep emotion, which Longfellow
was incapable of expressing in his writing,

With the approach of old age and the imminence of death,
Longfellow wrote "Michael Angelo: A Fragment," a dramncatic
poem with a spirit and vitality unusual for ILongfellows A
few days before his death hie wrote "The Bells of San Blas,"

ingpired by a travel folder on lMexico. The poem strikes a
note of wpristine hopeiulnes almost as if Longfellow did
not wish to leave the world oan = note of gloome AT his

O
._J
..J.
6
5]
foon
e
=

»i

burial, Lmersgon, whose fa almnost entirely deserted
him, said geatly, "The gentlemsn we have Just bsen burying
was o sweelt and beautiful soul; . but I forgev his nene.”

The name no lonzcrmg mattered, Th? nan would be rewembered
forever in his writings. A

Longfellow's immence populerity was due to some extent

to the era in which he lived. Fronm the beginning of the
ninetesnth cenbury to the 1880's was a time of turmoil.

L
The people saw defferson carving & sbtuble nation out of a
fledgling country. They suspected the corruption of John
Quiney Adams' ascent to the presidency. They were exposed
o a vhiff of Jaclison's democracy, Van Buren's buresucracy,
and Tyler's denagogucry. It was the time of the Tariff of
Avominations, of John C. Calhoun's plea for states' rights

1

and Jackson's toast to the Union. It was 2 time when the

i shiih bl s i L L £l o M B e e e b L B L i D o el St s ol
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slavery issue burst its seams, and the Misscuri Compromise,
the iKensag-Nebraska Act, bthe Dred Scott decicion, and
John Brown's attack on Harper's Ferry convinced tl

Y 25
k] A 7 S S PR
s U]

people
that there wasg no chance of appeasing cither side. It was

he time of Ghe Civil VWar end the difficult Reconstruction
dayse People eagerly devou

»

fellow's simple

ey enjoyable

poetry. They epprecisted to accept so ecalmly

and unguestioningly th. ev:
society.
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Hig Minor Vorks

Longfellow was on
poeﬁs.l Hisz best works

¥

> of America's greatest narrative
are retellings of ancient tales.
He wrote with intricate rhyme schemes which read simply,
He «

something foreign was to be

(

0

"y

ueciat@d the beauty of foreign names In

psid

u

eed,

cund in muech of his wribting.
Longfellow was an ¢

A\

xpert treanslator. He produced some

of ever mode and algo sonme

of vorst brash nie screpancy was due to Longfellow's
inability Ho distingu sh good poetry from bed. Although
poet Gongora and Dante,

he translobced the g
v poets in one of the eleven

more often he turncd

lansuages he spoke. only Swedish poet Lonsfellow
attenpied, was, considered | 8 best poeb, but Longfellow

insisted on doing his nost shingly sentimental and overly

piousg writinqs, over which o:;¢ullnw we t as he himgelf
: 2
saild, "more then onces”
About h’; own theory of traunslation, Longfellow,

no doubts. In 183% he wrolte, "The
well lies in the power of rendering
autvhor while at The same

s

2
pirit of the original."” His succes
1

- B o 4.
the "embellishments," of

spirit and melody of the langusge. In his introduction to a

¢
book of tramslations of the Spanish euthor Manrique, Longfellow,
witl: one of his elaborate but rether lovely similes, compared
the tranclabtor o o sculpbtor who "... when he transfers to
the ineninote merble the form and feature of 2 living being,

may be said noi only to copy, but to translate."s
althouzh Tongfellow loved the literature of Europe, b

5
6]

wasg Americen poet. He beliesved fervently

O
e
i3

an fne; 1 terature cnd felld oblired to take some part
t

onglfellow's greatcst foul

H.
3

- T 2 I N
was hig avtemnpt

cn a lofty, sublime plane., His sonnets

Eg <t
3

[¢5]

O

3

g

iy

o)

Q

3

L]

He was not inbtense enough to
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create an overpovwering mood. On the other hand, hig

tochﬁiguo was not impeccable enougk to produce the perfection
onnets He felv uncomforteble when writing

ion or love and the results were stilted and

.

unnatura His frequent moral tags detract fronm the simple

beauty oi the poems and insult the intelligence of the resder.
Through ean overview of some of Longfellow's better<known and
moct meaningiul pieces, 1 hoje to point out where he was an
excellent poet and where he fell to the legvel of the mediocres.
Voices oi the Night was Longfellow's first collection

i

|

i
OF)

of poems and one of his best. However, the book ig most
famous for a poen which expresses & Transcendentalist nobtion

in a Ilowcry, obbtuse menner. '"We can make our lives sublime,"

8. IHis sugpgestions for doing so are vague
and impractical. He nmartyrs the human race in the cause of
self-gublimation, when the human race heas 'no intention or
degire for so martyring itself. The success of tho poem
must. be tributed to the weyward whims of an undiscerning
publd _

In one of his best collections, Bellads and Other Poems,

Longfellow wrobte the type of poetry for which his valen's

were most suited. His siumplickty, his sincerity, his power

ol imgrovi sation 2ll Joined in making him e Yg

wmine, folk
no

XCHh

poet. h allad form snd the ballad subject matter matched

his writing sbilities perfectly. "The VWreclk of the Hesperus"
i Z

is told by Longfellow wi est and plessgsure, and geeningly

o

,.
U
~t

effortlezs writing. Of this poen he saié, "It did not
come into my mind by lines, but by stanzas 7 It reads like
L1

- S e T
or's chantys

Her (the ship's) ratiling shrot uds, all

e R ) (o R
bs went by bthe boardy

"
Like o vepsel of glass, she stove and

Bl sl the bEeakdns Becheii®

In the collection entitled The Seagide and the Fireside,
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"The Building of the Ship" is most vnusual. The poem,

with its politicel tag, is spparently the only one produted
in e pelitical vein., The form and even the idea were in
imitabion of the German poet Schiller's "Song of the Bell."
But Sehiller's poen ig laden with political stuifiness and
cliches,9 while {the image of the duilding of the ship of
state was at thebt time new and fresgh,

RSN

The Duilding ol the Ship" ig full of earneat love

for the Union, but it is clso filled with cherming simplicity

and vividnegss. . The detsils in the building of the ship nay
seem somevhat monotonous, bul, like lelville's detailed and
accurste account of whaling, they add flavor to the poems

‘ One reason for the excellence of the poem ig thab
Longfellow is ab hiz best when writing in anslogies. T he
Union, our ship ol state, seecms capable of weathering any
storm, mastering ony obstecles In writing this poemy
Longfellow is at hig usual disadveniaged He was never
deeply concerned with politics and, although he was devoted

to the Union, it wag impossible for him to communicate his
concern at the ineévitable approach of the Civil VWer, In

spite of thege drawbacks, it remeins a cheerful poem, sure
that the Union will endure,
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Althsagh Thamas Wentwarth Eiggmnson asserted that the
best way to judge a poet is throush his short paams*l I
feel that the kindest way to judpge Longfellow is through
his epics, his narretive, romantic piecess I feel it is
in these worke that he is sble to da?elep ideas which conbain
loveliness end sometimes pathos.

"Evangeline" is important for many‘raasona. It is
Longfellow's first imperbant poen to deal exclusively with
Americes Although Hewthorne vejected the plot ss uninteresting
and sentimental, longfellow eagerly grasped at the ideas In
brief, two young lovers of Acadie are separated by the
crueltics of the British. The young givl, Evaﬁgalins,
spends her life searching for her lover all over the United
Statess When she finds himﬁ he is on his death»bed, an old
mans The shock of the discovery and his subsequent death
is so great that she dies alsos

At the very cutset, Longfellow explains the themes

Ye who believe in affection that hopes, and
endures, and lg patienty
Ye who believe in the beauty &ﬂé strengﬁh of
woman's devetionyss © :
Evengeline symbolizes the patient, passive faithiulness of
womens She decidedly dominetes the story, while Gabriely
her lover, is only pictured as the recipient of her affections.

Tongfellow is also enchonted by the idea of a life-long
search, as well as life~long devotion. Although in acbuality,
Evangeline wandered only through New Englend, Longfellow's
sweeping imagination ecarrvies her down the Chio and the
Migsissippi m»ivers to New Orleans. Saintsbury accuses the
poen of historical inaccuraciess The descriptions of the
Missisgippi countryside are incorrect, he says, the cruelty
of the British not &ocumantedgg However, these objections
have 1little bearing on the storys Iongfellow is concerned
with the awesome beauty of nsbure and idealiczed it and
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chenged it to suit his purposes, He eraates & poenm in
which the "..s prevéltng mood is one of tranguillity,
mildness, and peace."

Other aspects of the poem led to controversy.
Saintsbury concluded his atteck on the poem by ealling the
English hexemeter "4s« a disaster, flaecid, without spring;”E
On the other hand, Drs Oliver Wendell Holmes, Longfellow's
contemporary, felt that the meter created = slow—maviﬂg.
tranquil sound essential for the mood of "Evangeline."

The eslm and the magical moonlight
Seemed to inundate bher soul with indefinable
longings,
As, through the garden gate, beneath the brown
shade of the ocak-trees,
Passed she along the path to the edge of the
measureless prairie.
Silent it lay, with a silvery haze upon it,
and fire-flies
Gleaming end floeting away in mingled and
infinite nunmbers,
The weak cheracterization of which Seintsbury complained
merely intensifies, I feel, the drean-like, far-removed
quality which permeates the poem.

"The Song of Hiawathae" 1s to me the loveliest of all
Lcngfelldﬁ’s writings True, it has no deep symbolism; the
characters are mere etchings, the meter is chanbt-like. Butby
in agreement with SBaintsbury, Arvin, Higginson, and Holmes,
I maintain that these "defects" ere not defects at all,
but intentional devices used Ho perpetrate a desired eflfect.

"Hiawatha® was one of the few successful Indien poems,
This success was due to the faseinsetingly original idea that
Longfellow developed - to incorporate the nystical and
primitive tales of the Indisns within the plot of the poem.
Characteristicelly, Longfellow avoids any mention of the
barbarism of savege Indians and even makes the harshness of
nature seen u&xealg Qne of his most lyricel passsges is the
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starvation of Minnehaha, Hiawatha's Dacotsh bride. The

| euphenmus names (Neswadsha, Nekomie, Hinnehahs, Shawond-
assee ), the chant~like rhythm, and the engrossing legends
all contribute to produce the image of something which
Saintsbury celled "half-civilization."” Certainly these
shadowy characters who appear out of our American past had
something of civilization which Longfellow rightly thought
worth preserving. |

Longfellow sald his plan wes "..s to weave the Indiens!
beautiful traditions inte a}wholeg“r '~ He continued that he
wanted to show the Indian as he actually existed, "«s. &
warrior in war, a savege in revenge, & stoic in endurance,

a wolverine in suppleness and cunning, a humenitarien in

his kindness, as simple as & childass nll Longfellow was
inspired by the Finnish legend, the "Kalevala," which had
similar meter and a similar idea. Poe went so far as to
accuse Longxellow of outright plagmariam,lz which Longfellow
heatedly denied, In reality, the similarity of the legends
was a coincidence, All the Hiaewaths stories wesre taken from
the research of American historiens - Catlin, Heckewelder,
and especially Bchooleraft, a historian who had merried a
Dacoteh Indian,

Iongfellow's central figure, Hiawatha, is a combination
of Manabozho, a god-like figure of the OJjibway Indians, and
the Iroquois national hero, likewise nenmed Eiawathamla
Longfellow attempts to idealize Hiawatha and portrays only
his good points -~ his teaching his people Yo plant corm, to
write, to live in peaces Hiswatha is created as a Deliverer
of the Indians from their internal wars and dissension. Indeed,
Longfellow is preoccupied with pesce, Hiewabha's principal
goal is peace for his peoples Gitche Manite, the great god,
counsels his people to ",.. enoke the calumet together/ An&
as brothers live henceforward. nlh

Although the poem is filled with lyrical sounds and
besuteous images, perhaps the best imegery is found at the
very end. Hiawatha in his birch eance is sailing to eternity,
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") to the home of Glitehe Henito, the "Masber of Liﬁﬁ;“ls
Thus departed Hiswathe,
Hiawatha the Beloved
In the gleory of th: sunset,
In the purple mists of evening,
To the regions of the howme-wind,
0f the Northwest-Wind, Keewaydin,
Teo the Islends of ‘the Blessed,
To the Kingdom of Fenenah
o the Tand of the Hevesrterii®
Many eritics consider "Tales of a Wayside Inn"™ to be
the best of Longfellow's works. Certeinly it is the one
best sdapted to his styles. The long narratives, most of
them teken from musty history books snd expanded into
lovely legends, give flavor to the miscellaneous gathering
at Sudsbury Inns The seven people, a Foet, a Theologien,
a young Student, s Norwegian Musician, & pelitical exile
& from Sieily, and a patriarchel Spanish Jew, to say nothing
of that comfortable American personage, the lendlord, are
2ll patterned after people in real lifes TYet they reflect
characteristics of Longfellow himgelf as much ss esny other
persons The Student is described as one "T¢ whom all
tongues and lends were known/ And yet a lover of his oun, uwl?
gsentiments quite applicable to longfellow, The Theologian
expresses Longfellow's somewhat haszy, very idealistic views
on a Universal Religion, The Poel wes one, who very much
like Longfellows "Did not find his sleep less sweet,/ For
music in some neighboring street. nl8
Longfellow is not concerned with creabting characters
for the group as much as in preserving forgetten legends,
Surprigingly, there is no German smong bthe group, although
Longfellow passionately loved German literabure, A% this
point in his life, in his late Iifties, he waes more concerned
with the tales of Italy, of Scandineviay and of his homeland.
= Three of the tales ave in particulsr impressive, although
all have fine gualities.
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The Student's baley "The Falcon of Ber Pederigo," is
a story of touching sescrifices When Longfellow writes of
the death of Monna Giovanni's little boy, he is gently
compassionate, thinking perbaps of the daughter he once
losts The falcon; who saerifices his life sc that his
master may win the love of Monna Giovanni, is portrayed
with 8 ".+s bhalf-humen, helf-heraldic cheracter."

Newbon Arvin considers "The Ssge of King Olaf" the
best piece of libersture Longfeliew ever produas&,gc It
iz told with nore spirit and more vigorous charascterization
then is usuelly associated with Lghgxellawg It elmost seems
as if something of the epirit of the Viking king who enswers
Thor's challenge to Christlenize Horseland has, for a
moment,; possessed the milder, kinder L@ngfellqu The legend
brings out a hiddeny morbid streeck in the poet, for he relates
~ with zest the scene ‘in which King Olaf forees en adder into
the mouth of the heretic Rauds - )

Sherp his booth was as an arrow,

As he gnawed through bone and narrows

But without & groen or shudder

Raud - the Btrong blaspheming died.zl
This gruesome stanza is remarkable for Longfellow, who in
general glosses over violence and bloodshed.

Olaf himself is portrayed with unaccustomed vigor and
barbarisms. He Christisnizes not through love, bubt through
violencés His entire life revolves around force, He
gompels Gudrun, the daughter of a heretic he killed, to
begome his wife. He exiles the haughty priest, Thangbrand,
to Iceland Ho bring about its Christienization: He manages
to antagonize all the powerful men of the Northy who in the

ead bring sbouvt his dramatic death, Throughout the poemy
iOiaf, a kingy maintains a level of gavageness which Hiawatha,
an Indian,; never attains,

Another surprise is the liveliness and humor of "The
Monk of Casal-Maggiores" This is s tale of a glubttonous
monk, Brother Timothy, who tricks the farmer Gilbert inte
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believing that he, Brother Timothy, hed been transformed
inte the farmer's ass for his sings The farmer's real

ass has meanwhile been led %o the convent by Timothy's
accomplices The farmer is comical in his attempts teo
recowpense Timothy for the harsh treatment he received while
an asss Bulb when the farmer perceives what a glutton Brother
Timothy is, he warns him to return bo the convent in
penance; "sss for you run/ Grest danger to become an ass
again/ Since nonkich flesh end asinine are anag"gg This
poen was accused of anti~cleriesl ﬁendenciestB but enyone
pergeiving the delightful style of writing end the good-
intentioned wit realizes this secusstion is unfounded.

Tongfellow's most ambitious work was "Christus: A Mystery,"

dealing with the Christian trinity of Faith, Hope, and
Charity. However, for all its grand conception, or perhaps
beceuse of ity much of the tfilogy is written in a crude,
unliterary fashion, "The Divine Tragedy," which deals with
the life of Christ, is for the most pért & parsphrasing of
selections from the Bible, 2 literary work which lLongfellow
could not improve upons The last part, dealing with the
persecution ol the Quekers and the Balem witeh-~hunts, has
1itt1elto do with ahariﬁy end is treasted with such narrow

scope that it mocks the tragedy of the actual events. The

failings of bobth these poetic works are due to innasbe failings
in Iongfellow's writing.: With his vegue ideass about &
universal religion, he is unprepared to deal with the awe

snd majesty of the figure of Jesus Chrigh, With his
instinctive clouding over of horrow, as in "Evengeline" and

- "Hiswatha," the blood-curdling witchebunts were mot suiteble

naberial,
Why then did Longfellow choose such %opiecs? Of course,

he wes never discerning in choosing subject matbers

Priwerily, however, his trensiations of Dante's Divine Con
bad spurred him higher than his capabilities could go.
Longfellow wrote in his disry: "And now I lons to try a
loftier strain, the sublimer Song whose broken melodies
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have for so many years breathed through my soul in the
better hours of life, and which I trust and believe will
ere long unite themselves inte a aymphany not all unworthy
the sublime themesys "¢ He not only wished to deal with
Paith, Hope, end Charitys but also with the beginnings end
growth of Christianibtys

The intermediete story, "The Golden Legend," has the
a&vantage of being e Youching legendm from the German,
Hartmenn von Aue's "Der Arme Heinrvich" ("Poor Henry. £
The legend, as told by Longfellow, appears as & guaint tale
about & young girl, Elsie, who is willing to sacrifice her
life so that the prince of the lend, Henry, might be saveds
It also deals with meidenly innocence, ..« & saintly will
to self-secrificesss "Z° emobions with which Tongfellow
always identified,

Aeeording o Lonﬁ*ellaw g plen, this poetie work dealt
with Peith, Elsle introduces the theme by stating it

directly, & chavacteristically lLongfellowian spproachi

Faith alone can interpret life, and the heart
that aches end bleeds with the stigua
Of pain, slone bears the likeness of Christ,
and can comprehend its dark-anigmaﬁay
The journey Prince Henry and Elsle teke gives Longfellow
a chance to paint a nural, very sketchy and feint, of
nedieval 1ifes The couple witness a Nativity play, an
open~gir sermon, bolsterous monks, and solemn pillprims.
George Ssintsbury cells it a "dresumy panopama,“ga and one
of Longfellow's best dramatic poemss
The charscters, however, do nothing more than compliment

the setting. Henry, who needs to be a powerlful and griefe

wrought figure to give greatness to the peemy is mild, and
indeed feebles The ideea he vepresents = the wish for death
struggling apainet an evil wisgh for life at the expense of
Elsie's exisbtence - has the potentisl for unbesrable anguish
and dilemma, but Leongfellow is uneble to develop it.

Henry Wadsworth Iongfellow was a poet of the ses, as



we found in "The Wreck of the Hesperus" and "The Building
of the Ship." He spprecisted, in his mild way, the besuty
and power enveloped in the 1ife of uhﬁ gea. He wes a
poet who, in some magical manner, mensged to leved Eurcge
without leslng,gny of hig love for his own countrys He
was a poet who loved self-sacrifice, as he wrote of in
"Evangeline” and "The Golden Legend," but who in general
shied swasy fron “he morbid and ugly. He was @ romantie
poet who delighted in sncient stories handed down from
the farthest recches of time, but a didsetic poek who often
spoiled them by adding morel vegss He felt obliged to
underline his coneclusions and never left room for the
reader‘s imaginiﬂgﬁi

Longfellow as. a human being felt v&ry deeply, but could
not axpxesw the depbh of hig emotions in wordss His anti-
slavery poems are insipid, but they were inspired by a
sincere emobionms Poenms writien on the deaths of dear friénds,
Hawthorne snd Charies Sumner, sometimes evoke a sympathebic
grief, but it is always farv-removed, covered by a veneer of
nostalgia. These defects, balanced in part by the pzaasgze
and delight meny of Loagfellow's poems produce, lead one
| to agree that longfellow wes "sss @ lesser but mot a little
writers a minor poet but not & poetaster.”



oo

Moo 18, 1965

1903

NG

)

S

Mww&

Do\nommzxammm %W‘(\)V{M}

AA & Wa'a A2 I

“looe.

wwmmw

Q%_t:b M{D\(v

@@%M,

Rt vl

Dol MV M MM%M wolo O

- ,0,_@ MM)

) ‘-ﬁwww o cz&m&mﬁgdg e
M}:W

D) 10 i fm‘@& QQ\DG\DL&UDS)\Q/

um%.&&um

' e
e MMJ{QJ\QAA MW% ww !




_/q g)
-

QNM the Qoo ‘ti( QT\NAI) fgmii) B0
»f\om&u&:&u @“akzem\ol\ O\MMM&— \N\ﬁ.ﬁ\ &}E&h)o

- tend) Snonm. Wb in) ‘Wm ko by o
%e.,op\rxm AR c%)o&uv\n Lo QU‘V\N)X&) Moo o
BN AN MNQ_»M M\)?I\M Mu\

"N

wmo m,wg\, MM\MMM X\m\ m&su Mm\)

MJKSED.AAQJ Al \*3&91\) Yo WMM “@\tﬂ[)

() Qots B 5 ddsto¥o. 9’

Qa ov B0l Grmends ea-dca-w Mm&h

_\MPWAM\,%&M Wm

. _*‘__QJL@M&A%LLQ/ \O:/Y\.(Q_
%\Q, %@ &Rﬁﬁm\}é&/ &I\Q./

yo M@Wmm&m m\kamw U

_FW_QM&ﬁMMMﬂAMMM§MNW¢m®¢,

- M\D\M : %MMQJO \\o/ A M_;gxwxo/ “QQQ'QPNWJ

QQ/ SN W_*_cmu AAQA);)_MM_“*_,‘_M
R ., el to mﬁb woba)

T S\ TSN ), QDusend. é’{ M uCh C)\&'VN/‘(\S&QA) .,_N:

‘ W v\ va\ﬂg‘ﬁ'z) é‘Ql\l\!mQJ h’( Q)\A/\ m‘&u

A= Bustend fand B e s Toston of

o MOA . okw MWW&% Mg%mm




3

Mugojmw MMW&A&)M{R)

\)QIM/QJNV\BNQ mm Q,G’V\.Q@U\N\k/v\a

aneedoeny o i mm_ﬂ&m Rullov o 9
c 2onNsmmn s 02 e Ba poucho w% \U\M

osbgsh @QAMMMM W

_MLMMQMW QMM.DAM
bLo \\w&)fb?:nsz

\Es I‘(\AD MN\{\I\%\SVA —
m @m m% QW&) Mmﬂ:mm M S

of\mw&x %ﬁ&m&m@m

m&,,oj\M(bwwumko the Uomna

@Wmd% &%DMWWMM e(’ o,
% N NS




; = R
; \\/ . *f»%gc’in‘_’@;:bﬁ;mjbv ,

e Moenad § WAL Hell  Corve Boeit,
| 8 encdong @ﬂmv%\fuwo@ B IS

e Mesad® o WU Gell AT
oo

Oy

M&)W

\
B ’ﬁbw ‘{,Q\JZ/

TR S TS Wi Tou s R




0w B s@w%%m
.@%@%m@ " o Wruasdale o,

PN : amvodle, cand  maayery 7 7
WW)M\A/ Qmw&

| ORI )

-







t Dodan
/(r/ WR&, 6

wy 28, 1165

B&o&m}mﬂ/a’ ?M%WW)UMWM))?M

M%mm@mw

\
2 3 )

Nmammmx MMM &»m
mm& £ e o e Mv() cwdﬂmw
| é,mb&w\b%(h‘\mm\ﬁﬂ%? A A parns

F_JN&QM%MMWM




_ 80 ‘ghs&,oqlww
S, 4
(mo% as, 19¢5




o
°W\% ag, 1%5

3.

EMMWML&M

vtnu&gj\/ s( B W w&\mbmwwmw&xkz




/”LL/ Jo Freedman
European History

eriod %
tober 18, 1965

The Pedlevafr£hu i}AVZYé;:iwxgi/

The Catholic Church was by far the most - ket

influential factor in shaping the Middle Ages.

be regarded as a civilizing influence. A civilization
consists of the advancement of a culture or, more specifically,
the relative progress made in the fields of &ducation,
literature, art, philosophy, and statecraft. After the
dissolution of the Roman Empire, the Church became the most
powerful force on the world scene. However, instead of
recreating "the glory that was Greece and the grandeur that

was Rome," the Catholic Church played on the ignorance and
superstition of the people in order to invest itself with almost
unlimited power. During the Middle Ages the Church spread

its influence throughout the Western world, subjugating ewvery
aspect of life to its wille. Possessing relatively unquestioned
power, the Church had the opportunity to develop é worthy
civilization. It failed to do so. The Ppimary reason for

this failure was the Church's inability to tolerate fresh
ideas, its lack of appreciation for the genius of any creativity
not directed toward the glorification of the Church, its
limited interpretation of life. In short, the Church's self-
centered preoccupation made it impossible for it to become a
civilizing factor of the lMiddle Ages.

"he Church generally receives credit for preserving the
learning of previous civilizations and is therefore considered
a civilizing influence. Thig assumption is fallacious for

two reasons. First, much of the creative, imaginative philo-
sophy of the Greeks was banned as heretical. Secondly,

merely preserving contemporary learning does not lead To an
advancement of culture and is not civilizing. A gtatic

socilety does not progress. And early medieval Europe was
characterized by "a fondness for compilation rather than for
original achievement." The Church's main impediment in

attempting to advance learning was that the clergy could not
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reconcile reason, the basis of all knowledge, with faith,
the foundation of the Church. The value of monastic
education was slight. Science was completely neglected.
Historical works of the time, such as Orosius' Seven Books

against the Pagsans, were so inaccurate as to become no more

than literary tirades against the wickedness of nonbelievers.
Of course, the masses received no education. Those who were
permitted to enter a monastic school were inevitably directed
toward an ecclesiastical career., It was not until the intro-
duction of the university during the twelfth century that
learning could be weaned away from the Church.

During the Middle iges, literature, as well as education,
declined to such a degree that Pope Gregory felt it profane
to "fetter the Heavenly Oracle" with the intracacies of
grammare. Later, as the literature moved away from the
influence of the Church, its quality steadily improved. The
pagan lyrics of the Goliardi, the disrespect shown for

religious beliefs in Aucassin and Nicolette ife both rejections
of the encroachment of the Church into liteprdture. Lven
Chaucer's Canterbury Tales emuhasiz§§/%iﬁbpgéf ption and

decay of the ecclesiastical hierarchy;////////n
m &) - =

The Church wascalso regarded as The center of artistic

and musical development. This concept is true, as far as it

goes. However, a cursory comparison of the 11the bodles du;/k”
Greek sculpture, pregnant with movement, and the gilt-

encrusted, stiff, solemn figures of ¥Fra Angelico, heav1ly<f £;£é;§éff¢
draped in clandestine robes is partial proof of the decline

in art. &Lven when the quality of art improved, it was always
subject to the control of the Church, which placed strict
limitations on the freedom of style and expression. Greek

art had evolved into an asthetic pleasure to be experienced,

but early Christian artég%ill emphasized the didactic,

moralizing technique in theiwx painting. The erection of the
magnificent Romanesque, and later Gothic, cathedrals was

admittedly a feat of engineering skill as well as a tribute

to otherworldliness. The massive structures. and elaborate
ornamentation of Romanesque cathedrals, such as the Worms

Cathedral of the eleventh century, and the pureness of the

o
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Gothic Chartres Cathedral, characterized by its flying
buttresses and vast expanses of window, will always exist as

" triumphs of human creativity. However, these religious
structures of such impressive beauty could only be created
at the expense of the townspeople who, though surrounded by
The opulence of their cathedrals, often starved in miserable,
unsanitary dwellings. That the people considered the
cathedrals to be part of them and well worth the suffering
is not evidence of a selfless civilization, but only of the
careful indoctrination perpetrated by the Church.

The most valid argument the Church possesses in favor
of its civilizing influence is its role in the development
of music. The advances made in music'during the Middle Ages
adequately illustrate progress in a culture. The music was
dominated by the Church, as was every other cultural aspect
of medieval life, but in this case the result was relatively
productive. Beginning with the Gregorian chant, a single
melody sung in Latin and kept melodically pure by severe
restrictions imposed by the Church, music developed into the -
polyphony with which we are now familiar. ZPolyphony was an
entirely new innovation, one which had never occurred to the
Greeks. It influenced hymns, motets, and the singing of the
Mags. Ultimately, it even affected secular music.

We must also examine Church philosophy. The doctrines
of the Church were partly responsible for the creation of the
Holy Roman Empire, affected the system of feudalism, and
determined the course trade was to take until the development
of capitalism in Italy, the Netherlands, and the German
states. For instance, the Church refused to recognize the
practice of lay investiture. Henry IV of Germany opposed the
Pope's orders forbidding lay investiture and was promptly
excommunicated. The strength of Pope Gregory VII is illustrated
by the fact that Henry traveled across the Alps to beg the
Fope's forgiveness., Another example of the persuasiveness of
Church doctrine is the effectiveness with which St. Thomas
Aquinas determined the economic policy of western Europe.
Guilds were created on the principle that there was a "Just
and fair price" and to go against it would be acting contrary
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to divine will. Aquinas, a spokesmen of the Church, wis

able to define law, usury, theft, the proper form of govern-
ment and expect his definitions to be accepted. The craft
guilds were so severely regulated by Church doctrine that
free enterprise was completely stifled. The systematic
persecution of the heretical sects of Waldensians and
Albigensians leaves little doubt that the Catholic Church
enforced its doctrines ruthlessly.

Every trend in the Church necessarily affected the
development of medieval culture. During the early Middle
Ages, the popularity of asceticism led to "a religious
mania characterized by morbid excesses." The hysteria of
this early Christianity had few cultural by-products. ILater
it subsided into the monastic orders of St. Basil and 5t.
Benedict, which preserved some of the skills developed by
the Greeks and Romans such as farming, soil improvement,
and construction. The most detrimental trend of the Church
was éﬁ; fejection of rationalism. This had far-reaching
repercussions and affected the development of Western society
for centuries. As Tertullian, an eary Christian philosopher
believed, “... the more a tenet of the faith contradicted
reason the greater was the merit in accepting it." The

eory of predestination developed by St. Augustine and the
octrine of transubstantiation promulgated by the Fourth

One last area of consideration must be the Church's
role in medieval politics. Machiavelli suggests the great
1 power of the papacy when he states that ecclesiastical

(L‘I@teran Council were also not marks of a civilized culture.

they are sustained merely by religious custom, upheld by

the will of God. Although the power of the Church

fluctuated, with its high point during the eleventh century,
it always wiélded considerable power. The establishment

of the Holy Roman Empire with the crowning of Charlemagne

in 800 A.D. set forth the concept of the spiritual power of
the popes supreme and the material power of the kings
subordinate to it. The Unam Sanctum of Pope Boniface

clearly expressed the Church's ambition to create "the"tgmeoru\

)HJ&, monarchies may be maintained without ability or fortune -
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\
authority subject to the spiritual.” l
The Church, owning thirty-three per cent of the land, l
was an institution well-suited to feudalism. It used }
precariums in renting the land and developed the system |
of beneficium, or the right to use land in return for rent |
or services. In this way the Church became rich from the
sweat of its serfs and enlarged its army through pledges
of soldiers from its many vassals,
One other illustration of the influence the Church
possessed over political affairs is the advent of the Crusade
movement. An appeal from the Byzantine emperor to Fope
Urban II to save Christendom from the Seljuk Turks resulted
in a series of imperialistic conquests which lasted from
1096 till the thirteenth century. Unfortunately, the Crusades
cannot be considered a civilizing influence either. They
served as an excuse to plunder the rich Byzantine Empire and
focused religious fanaticism against the Jews. 'Although
originally their moral purpose was undoubtedly high, they
rapidly degenerated into badly organized forays of ignorant,
gullible, inexperienced volunteers who contributed little
to the development of European civilization.
The Catholic Church, as the most highly centralized
institution until the rise of national monarchies in France
and ﬂngland, exercised a great deal of control over the life
and development of medieval society. Its influence could
possibly be interpreted as civilizing as it was the only
institution influential enough to have any effect on the
society, but even a brief examination of its doctrines and
attitudes leads one to conclude that it was not actually a
civilizing force. Its narrow, limited interpretation of the
world stifled individual creativity. For example, the
Fauline Doctrine, which openly claimed that women were a
lesser creation than men, could not easily be accepted by
the twentieth century as a civilizing influence, The creation
of a Church court to try clergymen separately from laymen and
the subsequent martyrdom of Thomas a Becket to the cause of
Church supremacy does not suggest the tolerant atmosphere in
which true progress is made. The Church was too involved with further-

ing its own power to successfully become a civilizing factor of the
liddle Ages.
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Jo Freedman
Govt., Period 1
November 11, 1965

The Abolishment of the Electoral College

The electoral college is something of an anachronism,
Even the Senafors and Congressmen who vote against its
abolishment admit its drawbacks and inefficiency. They admit
that the system disenfranchises certain voters. They admit
that it presents the possibility of a minority president.
They admit that it favors the smaller states at the expense
of the larger ones. But they are unwilling to abolish or
even reform the college because of selfish motives or the
conviction that any reform will only be worse. What follows
is a discussion of the history of the electoral college,

a statement of the specific problem, my own proposal to
abolish the system, and arguments sgainst my proposal.

The History of the Electoral College

The Constitutional Convention of 1787 found that its
most difficult problem was that of determining the method
to be used to elect the President of the United States.
Tucius Wilmerding, Jr. quotes James Wilson as complaining,
"The subject has greatly divided this House... It is in
truth the most difficult of all on which we have to decide."
Many plans were presented before the assembly. Edmund
Randolph of Virginia proposed that the national executive
consist of a number of person elected by the national
legislature. Charles Pinckney objected to Randolph's idea
and suggested a single individual for the office. James
Wilson wanted the chief executive to be elected by the people
s0 as to be as independent as possible from the states.
Elbridge Gerry approved theoretically of election by the
people, but felt that the best way to accomplish this was
through an elite class of Electors, chosen in each state by
the people. His proposal was defeated 8 - 2, The Convention
decided on a President chosen by the national legislature.
James Madison vieolently opposed this, arguing that if a
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separation of powers would be effective only so long as

the branches maintained some independence of each other,
Finally, in August, a Grand Committee of 11 was appointed

to deal with the problem of presidential election. Their
solution is what we now know as the electoral college

system: a president elected to a term of four years by
electors equal to the whole number of Senators and Represent-
atives of each state. The president would be elected by a
majority of their votes. In the event that no candidate
received a majority, the election would go to the House of
Representatives, where each state would be allowed only

one vote. This recommendation was ratified by the Constitutional
Convention, whose members were thoroughly satisfied that they
had provided the best system possible for the election of
President of the United Btates.

It is obvious that the founding fathers didn't distrust
the ability of the people to efficiently elect a national
execubive as they were afraid a true result of their voting
would not be obtained from direct election. But they had
not taken into consideration the rise of political parties,
which seriously changed the purpose of the electors. Instead
of acting as independent agents in the manner in which the
delegates to the Constitutional Convention had envisioned,
they became mere messengers for powerful party organizations.
In the election of 1796 between John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson, party feeling ren so high that electors were
pledged to candidates. This practice became almost mandatory
in ensuing elections. The election of 1800, which almos?t
elected Burr to the presidency, illustrated another defect
of the electoral college, one remedied, however, by the
passage of the twelfth amendment to the U.S. Constitution,
providing for the separate election of President and Vice-
President.In 1824, Andrew Jackson lost the presidential
election although he had an overwhelming majority of popular
votes. Similar elections occurred in 1876 and 1888 when
Hayes and Harrison were respectively elevated to the office
of president without winning the popular vote.

The failures of the electoral college to provide a
satisfactory election of president has led to several proposals



for reforming the college. They date back as early as
1823, when Senator Thomas Hart Benton proposed the complete
elimination of the college. Other less radical ideas have
been suggested, notably the proportional vote, the

district system, and abolishment of the office of elector.

The district system is aimed primarily at eliminating
the unit-rule, or, as stated by Law and Contemporary Problems,
"when all electoral votes are given to the candidate with
a plurality of popular votes." Its most prominent supporter
is Senator Karl Mundt. The system would divide the state
up into districts, possibly using the boundaries of present
congressional districts, with each district having one vote.
Two electors at-large would also be chosen en a stabewide
basis. The district system has many weak points, however,
especially the fact that it lays itself open to political
gerrymandering and other abuses. It also widens the
disparity per voter, introducing a new inequality in voting
weight in favor the the citizens of smaller states. Theré
is no true equality if one set of three electors is chosen
by 100,000 voters while another set of three electors is
chosen by 1,000,000 voters. ;

The abolishment of the office of elector is the least
extreme measure. It would eliminate the danger of the
independent, or unpledged elector, who theorctically has the
power to swing an election in favor of & minority candidate.
However, it does not really come to the crux of the problen,
for any amendment abolishing the elector must include some
means for translating the popular vote pluralities into
electoral votes. In other words, the country is still left
with the cumbersome electoral vote system.

By far the most popular method proposed is known as
the Lodge-Gosset plan, which advocates the proportionsal
system. The Twenty-third Amendment gave the District of

Columbia three electoral votes. There are now a total of

538 electoral votes in the college, and a candidalte needs

270 to be elected. This can be accomplished although the

candidate does not really have public support. The Lodge-
Gosset plan is an attempt to desbrgy the general-ticket

or unit-rule system, and provide for a more proportionate
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distribution of electoral votes. Qualified voters vote
directly for president, then the exact portion of each
state's electoral vote is slloted to the candidatés in
accordance with their popular votes. The candidate with

the highest number of electoral votes wins. Thus electors
are eliminated while the state is retained as the only
division, whereas in Mundt's proposal, over 400 new districts
would be created. The electoral votes of a large state

would still be sought as a unit because instead of dividing
the votes into little districts, the state would still exist
as the unit of voting. However, this system too, although

it has come nearest to becoming an actuality, is also plagued
by serious defects. The fact that only 40 percent of the
electoral vote would be needed to elect the president might
encourage splinter parties, thus endangering the two-party
system so vital to democracy. There would be an increased
tendency for elections to end up in the House of Representatives,
In those instances, a small group of men would determine the
president. The plan would not insure a majority president;
as President Taft once pointed out, the Lodge-Gosset system
would have elected Bryan in 1900. Also, the voting power of
a state could be seriously impaired. For example, a state
divided 13 Republicans to 12 Democrats would have the weight
of only one electoral vote in the college. The plan would
also increase the power of Southern Dixiecrats at the expense
of northern liberals and ethnic or racial minorities.

The electoral college had existed for little more than
forty years before an attempt was made to abolish it. Since
then, men have made unflagging attempts to either reform or
eliminate the electoral college system. Why has it aroused
such animosity? Why is it considered, as James C. Kirby
puts it, "a jerry rigged improvisation," a political compromise
which passed the buck to the states? ILet us now examine
the specific problems of the electoral college.

Specific Problems of the Electoral College

The average person has little idea that when he casts
his vote, he is only voting for a group of electors and that
the national legislature can determine the outcome of the
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election. This ignorance explains to a great degree the
apathy with which the general public regards the electoral
col lege. Certainly it is true that during an election,
people are incensed by its inJjustices, but after victory or
defeat the commotion always subsides, leaving the system

as inefficient as ever.

The electoral system is unfair, according to Estes
Kefauver, because: 1) it can award all the electoral votes
to one who receives a bare plurality 2) it disenfranchises
a portion of voters by making their votes meaningless. For
instance, Democrats in a heavil¥ /Republican state will often
not bother voting, knowing that their vote means less than
nothing. 3) The electoral college runs the risk of electing
a minority president. 4) It inflates the interests of some
gpoups, such as urban preéssurésorganizations, at the expense
of others., Other objections to the system are that small
states have as much power as large ones because their votes
become one indivisible bloc. Another drawback is that the
census which determines the number of Congressmen per state,
and consequently influences the number of electors each state
is to have, includes all people. Census takers record the
number of men, women, and children; the number of brown men,
red men, white men, yellow men; the total number of Indians,
Socialists, Communists, idiots, criminals. In short, the
census makes no discrimination between voters and non-voters,
so that in reality the number of electors awarded a state
is not an accurate representation of the voting strength of
that particular state. Another drawback of the census is
that it is taken only once in every ten years, so that
elections which fall immediately preceding a census report
are determined by electors who do not really represent the
people of their state. One other evil of the electoral
college is that the electoral votes for the college remain
the same whether the turn-out is light or heavy. Thus it
discourages a large number of people from voting.

A discussion of the electoral college would not be
complete without some mention of the roge of the electors.
Presidential electors are not federal officers. Neither,
according to the Green decision, are they state officers,
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They have no tenure in office and exercise no sovereign
functions of government. They are appointed by their
state legislatures merely to vote for the national executive.
After the election, their job is finished., The U.S.
Constitution allows thet "... Each State shall appoint, in
such menner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a
Number of Electors.,.. " but reserves the power to "...
determine the time of choosing the electors and the day on
which they shall give their vobtes, which day shall be the
same throughout the United States." The power of the
state legislatures in determining the electors is also
limited by certain provisions in the U.S. Constitukion.
The equal protection clause of the fourteenth amendment
prohibits the legislatures from discriminating in their
choice of electors. The fifteenth and nineteenth amendments
also restrict the freedom of the legislatures.

An important issue in discussing the electoral college
is the independence of electors. Although the founding
fathers intended them to exercise their own Jjudgment, voters
today have no wish for their electors to act independently.
Only four states have unpledged electors. These are states
such as Louisiana that use their uncommitted electors to
attempt to prevent the presidential candidates of majority
parties from gaining the necessary electoral votes and to
bargain for coneessions from the major parties in exchange
for their electoral votes. Unpledged electors also have the
power to throw their votes away on a third party candidate,
sending the election to the House, where the Southern states
would be Jjust as powerful as more populous states. 38 states
use a short ballot where the electors' names are not shown,
implying that voting for the presidential candidate is the
same as assuring the vote of the electors. However, according
to court cases, the electors are constitutionally and legally
free to vote for whomever they please, no matter what
penalties their party organization will impose on them.,

The independence of the elector was dramatically illustrated
in 1960 when Henry D. Irvin, #&n Oklahoma Republican elector,
cast his vote for Harry Byrd, a Soubthern conservative who
was not even a candidate. His vote was part of a movement
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to deprive John Kennedy from receiving a majority of
electoral votes. DBecause the public vote occurs in November,
while electors do not cast their vobtes until December, they
are provided with an opportunity to have a preview glimpse
of the outcome of the election. They then have the ability
to alter this outcome, as Henry Irvin attempted. The fact
that most electors honor the wishes of the voters of their
states does not detract from this great evil in the electoral
college,

Having discussed the drawbacks of the electoral college
system, it is apparent that the only solution is a total
abolishment of the college. lthough this also is accomp-
anied by many problems, it is nevertheless a workable solution.

The Abolishment of the Electoral College

The abolishment of the electoral college would take
the form of an amendment to the Constitution. Therefore it
would be passed at the national level., Although in 1957, the
Lehman amendment providing for the abolishment of the college
was soundly defeated in the Senate 66-17, the proposal still
has strong support among leadgéng Senators, namely Majority
Floor Leader Mike Mansfield from Montana and Senator Margaret
Smith, as well as Senator Langer of NewtHoBhkota and former
Senator ILehman from New York. In place of the electoral
college, a national plebiscite, or direct voting of the
qualified voters, would be substituted. If no candidate
won a majority, a run-off between the top two candidates would
be held, the winner receiving a majority of the votes. This
would help discourage a flowering of third parties and
preserve the two-party system,

A national plebiscite is based on the principle
determined in Baker vs. Carr of one man, one vote. It would
fix the election of the president on a uniform principle,
not susceptible to chsnge by the state legislature, as
national vobting requirements such as age would need to be
established by the national government, to prevent the states
from lowering the voting age to acquire a higher numerical
portion of voters. A direct election would make a national

election of a national office on a nation-wide, instead of
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federal basis, It would prevent the large states from

consolidating their votes to the disadvantage of the small

states. In fact, there could hardly remain the question of

small states versus large states, as/gégtes would not be

determining the election of the president, but rather the

people. And while it is true that the people would be

voting for the interests of their state, many small states

have similar interests. Thus, the small states would not

be placed at a severe disadvantage. A national plebiscite

would protect minority rights by insuring that their voice

would be heard, while reducing the chance that they might

wield power disproportionate to their number. It would

make the power of splinter parties more proportional to their
membership, It would promote political activity in states

normally considered homogeneous or safe. It would inspire =
sentiments of nationalism, as George Washington advised, Aaéb Qﬁf
(/% would eliminate the national convention, which is Oftenuﬂt,AM dl&(
open to fraud and corruption, and give way to direct party%;bﬁﬁ%%&&f

It would eliminate the possibility of a minority president.

primaries as the method of electing the chief executlvgl/

The advantages of the national plebiscite are endless.
However, the system has several drawbacks, the main one being
that it could never get past the Senate. Former Senator
Kenneth Keating, who is also in favor of direct election,
pointed out that %36 states benefit from the inequalities

of the electoral college. //Wm i wﬁ///{;ﬂ ﬁ w‘;m\
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Che argument, an irrefutible argument, is presented
by proponents and opponents of the proposal alike. It
is impossible to get an amendment of this nature through
Congress and even supposing this were accomplished, it is
extremely unlikely that 3/4 of the state legislatures would
ratify it. A proposal to abolish the electoral college
was presented in 1823 by Senator Benton; in 1826, by Senator
McManus; in 1950, by Senator Langer; in 1956, by Senator
Lehmpan. Each time it has been defeat bygigrces working to | ;
maintain their own influence., As lmerdlng observes, A a7 g
"The question is one of power, not argument.” The smaller
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states would never ratify it because it would injure
their power. Southern states would oppose it because it
shifts power to the Northern, Eastern, and Western states.
Politically passive states would object to such an
amendment because it would tend to emphasize politically
active states.

However, there are other objections which oppose the
very nature of the amendment. One objection to a national
plebiscite is that it would destroy the federal systemn.

This is not entirely accurate, as the electoral college is

but one aspect of the federal system, although admittedly

an important one. Since the presidency is a national

office, it should be elected and supervised on a national
basis. There is really no reason why the states should deman d
control of presidential elections.

The argument that states would design agsurdly easy
voting requirements is solved by establishing national
voting requirements. Aside from eliminating the possibility
of twelve-year-olds voting, this would provide the people
with a fairer way of decdding who was qualified to vote by
doing away with state discriminatory practices. The threat
of the development of a multiparty system can be avoided by
having run-off elections which, because a candidate would need
a majority to win, would discourage third parties. The
objection that a national plebiscite would not take into
consideration non-voters is erroneous. If voting standards
were equalized, there would be no reason why all responsible,
interested citizens could not vote. Only those who stayed
home out of apathy or ignorance would not be represented.
Defenders of the electoral college argue that the college
works on the principle that a locality produces a community
of interest, so that non-voters are represented by their
neighbors. This reasoning is fallacious. Often Republicans
live next door to Democrats. In the South, Negroes live in
the same locality as members of the Ku Klux Klan. An Indian,
confined on a reservation, is neighbors with the people who
put him there. Community of interests does not necessarily

exist. Therefore, the argument that non-voters would be
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would be represented in this way is invelid. Under a
national plebiscite, because of the 1965 Voting Rights Bill
and the amendment to the U.S. Constitution to abolish the
poll tax, every person wofild have an equal opporbtunity to
participate in the election of the president.

One last objection to direct election of the president
is that it might create a Congress of the opposite party,
whereas under the electoral college many Congressmen are
elected by hanging onto the candidate's coattails. However,
Eisenhower, as late as 1956, struggled under the pressures
of a Democratic Congress. The electoral college is no
assurance that president and Congress will belong to the
same party.

From the arguments and answers presented, it is easy
to see that the main objection to a national plebiscite
is a selfish one. There is nothing intrinsically wrong with
the system, but it would detract from the power of certain
pressure groups and sections of the country. It is quite
probable that until the force of public opinion becomes
overwhelmingly channeled ggainst the electoral\college, no
Constitutional amendment will ever succeed in changing or
abolishing it. It will remain an anachronism to America's
political system as long as the people are too apathetic to
destroy it. It will remain a danger to the democracy of
majority rule until the people take the initiative to
eliminate it forever.



) "A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO THE

: CALIFORNIA STATE CONSTITUTION
REPEALING THE PROPOSITION 14 OF THE
NOVEMBER, 1964 BALILOT."

Jo Freedman
BeSe Govh,

Flie - 1



Jo Freedman
UeBe G’O'V't.
Piie - 1

"A Constitutional Amendment to the
California State Constitubtion
Repealing the. Proposition 14 of
the November, 1964 Ballot."

General Background

In November of last year, California voters voted two
to one for a proposition voiding all state laws against
housing discrimination and making it impossible for such
laws to be passed ever again on the local, county or state
level. Why was proposition 14 successful? Why did the citizens
of California choose to incorporate discrimination into their
constitution? A brief loock at the events preceding November,
1964 may help us to answer this question, '

The Netional Association of Real Estate has, according
to Joseph Lewis in the October 22, 1964 edition of The Reporber,
been engaged in a nation-wide campaign to wipe out all fair-
housing laws. Working through the California Real Estate
Agsociation, the Committee for Home Protection, and various
other organizations, it raised approximately $2.5 million to
tampaign in favor of the proposition. The movement to protect
private property from ffpolice~state intrusion into the lives
of the private individual," as the provisions of the Rumford
Fair Housing Act were characterized, grew quickly. ©Soon it
includedcconservative Republicans, rural Democrats, some
low-income city Democrats, Goldwaterites, and the fervent
backing of the American Nazi Party.. Opposition to propositim
14, however, was still more impressive. Influential civil
rights organizations, such as the NAACP; Catholic, Jewish
and Frotestant church leaders; liberal Democrats, like Governor
Brown and Pierre Salinger; northern Republicans; the great
labor orgenization, the A.F.L. - C.I1.0.3 the Leagﬁe of Women
Voters, the California Teachers' Association, the PTA, the
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San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, and the California State
Bar Association all took firm stands against the discrimin-
atory constitiiional amendment. As Stewart Alsop put it in
Ihe Saturday Evening Post, October 10, 1964, "They've got
everybody on their side except the voters.”

Why did this deplorable situation develop? In the
first place, supporters of the proposition had a great deal
more financial leeway than its opponents, who worked within
a measly $750,000 budget. This enabled the California
Real Estate Association (CREA) to put out immense volumes of
propaganda. This propaganda was so effective that it
convinced property owners that their homes and jobs were in
danger. The legal language of the proposition was so
confusing that America, in November of 1964, pointed out that
a poll showed 59.3% of California Negroes supporting the
proposition.

The fight for proposition 14 brought out several radical
elements in American society. The National Association of
Real Estate went $0 far as to call the Rumford Act "part of
the Communist conspiracy," as guoted by the Saturday Review,
July 14, 1962. An oificial from the White Citizens' Council
of Jackson, Mississippi set up an office in Los Angeles to
support the discriminatory movement, as disclosed by Donovan
Bess in October 5, 1964 of The Nation. The people and the
news media were misled by the propaganda of these extremists.
They were misled to the point of voting in an amendment
abolishing the guarantee which we had held in common with
13 other states to secure equal privileges for minority
citizens. CREA successfully and skillfully played on the
homeowners' doubts that housing legislation such as the
Rumford Act endangered their freedom of choice.

: Meny attempts to declare the proposition unconstiutional
have been started, but so far they have been unsuccessful,
One such attempt is the notable case filed by the NAACP agaimb
Crawford Miller, who evicbted tenants on the grounds that he
wanted "to rent said premises to members of the Caucasian
race." February 12, 1965 Time reports that Superior Court

Judge Gallagher ruled against the NAACP. He mainbtained that -



S

had he decided in favor of the evicted Negroes, he would have
been infringing on Miller' Iproperty rights as delineated
under The due-process clause of the l14th Amendment of the
United States Constitution. Gallagher interpreted the
proposition as assuring absolute neutrality in housing and
freedom of choice for the landlord. He neglected to consider
the question of freedom of choice as regards to the tenant.

Specific Problem

Exactly what 'is this proposition 14? Itz phrasing sounds
innocuous enough, an advantage which won it many unsuspecting
votess '"Neither the' State nor any subdivision or agency
therepf ghall deny, limit or abridge, directly or indirectly,
the right ofl any person who is willing or desires to sell,
lease, “or rent any part or all of his real property, to decline
to sell, léase, or rent such property to such person or persons
as he, in his absolute discretion, chooses.” However, the
precise meaning of the propostion is open to interpretation,
and, as shown by Judge Gallagher's decision, it is designed to
nullify fair-housing laws and establishes discrimination as
the property-owner's right. It places the emphasis on
property, not civil, rights. Its catch-all phrase as quoted
by Donovan Bess in the October 5, 1964 Natiom, "Extremism
in the defense of property is no vice," adequately sums up
the fanaticism involved in the proposition.

Bluntly, the propodtion gives racial bigots protection
from persecution for discriminstion. More seriously, it
prevents California from ever again passing legislation
protecting the housing rights of its minority citizens.

The California Committee for Fair Practices called proposition
14, as quoted in the October 30, 1964 Commonwealth, "an
extreme measure never tried or sugcested before anywhere

in the United States, not even the deep South." The FEPC
described it as "an open declarstion of war upon legitimate
housing aspirations of at least % million Californians who

are of non-white ancesgtry."” Robert Weaver, then head of

the Housing and Home Finance Agency, =né—new—adveease—os
Suhscription-Tetevisdmn., deplored the proposition because it




) / _

¢

PR < )



4,

would "violate HHFA's anti-discriminatory requirements,

thereby endangering California's exbtensive federally

assisted housing, urban renewal, and college housing programs."
The last point brought up by Weaver is quite significant.

Few people realize how seriously California's federal aid

will suffer if the state practices discrimination in housing.

Proposal for Iegiglation

- My proposal for a constitutional amendment repealing
the proposition 14 constitubional amendment should be
passed on the state level because proposition 14 was passed
at the state level. I feel it would be difficult to
successfully propose such a plan at the national level
because of opposition from the Southern states and even such
states as California. However, because the drastic problem
of housing discrimination is state-wide, legislation to
alleviate the problem needs to be enacted in some manner
so that it will apply to the entire state. Therefore an
amendment to the state constitution is the best way to preser
this proposal. The U.S. NBws dated November 1%, 1961 mentions
that President Kennedy had started a drive to integrate'
housing through the use of the presidential directive. The
Federal Home ILoan Bank Board had adopted a policy resolution
opposing racizl discrimination in mortgage lending. Kennedy's
proposals would affect all new homes insured by the FHA
(Federal Housing Administration); all new homes with loans
guaranteed by the Veterams' Administration; and all federally
financed college housing, urban-renewal projects, and housing
for the aged. However, the President did not suggest that
Congress make discrimination in housing a federal crime
because it would require legislation which the Southern bloc
could defeat.

If my proposed constitutional amendment were passed,
California once again would be permitted to employ anti-
discriminatory laws in housing. I would briefly like to disa ss
the implications of one such law, the Rumford Fair Housing
Act, in order to clear up some misconceptions in regard to
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to this law.

The Rumford Act of 1963 forbade racial or religious
discriminetion in the sale or rental of housing with the
exception of privately financed, single-family homes and
duplexes. This eéxception includes a large portion of
California homes, but most home owners were not made aware
of this fact. According to the Rumford Act, no one is
"forced" to sell to anyone else, no one is compelled to
lower the standards he has set up for sale or rental. Its
only requirement is that Californians must give their fellow
Californians an oppoftunity to meet, without restriction,
the requirements established. The law is intended to
protect property owners from harassment as much as it is to
insure equal housing opportunities for all races. Because
of the Rumford Act, neighbors cannot blame any one who sells
to a non-Caucasian because such an action is legally required

How did the Rumford Act function before it was put out
of commission by proposition 147 Many people were convinced
that it allowed them to be smeared, accused, and sued,
groundlessly, by any non-white whom they had decided was a
truly undesireable tenant. On the contrary, the Rumford
Act makes no objection to the eviction of Tenants on the
grounds of drunkeness, failure to pay rent, or disorderliness.
Similarly, there is no need for you to rent or sell your
home to anyone ifuyouncamcprove this person will be a blight
on the community. & complaint by an evicted tenant etec.,
must first establish that discrimination because of race,
color, or creed was involved. And before resorting to the
due process of law, a commission attempts to resolve the
difficulty through conference, persuasion, and conciliation,

In order to meke integrated housing successful, the
state will need a carefully planned educational cempaign,
Not only Californians, but Americans in general, need to be
convinced that integration is not harmful to the community.
They need to be shown that it does not necessarily lower real
estate values unless a panic ensues and all the whites sell
out. They need to be shown that they can live happily side
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by side with other races and religions. Unless the state
takes such precautions, California can have the same type

of fair housing fiasco as that which took place in Beerfield,
Illinois. The Saturday Review in its July 14, 1962 edition,
Tells the story of this integrated community, sponsored by
the Modern Community Developers. Because of ignorance and
clever propaganda, strong opposition developed tb the idea
and scuttled the entire plan,

Opposition and Refutation

Several arguments have been advanced justifying proposition
14, We are already familiar with the position that the
proposition neither dictates discrimination nor favoritism,
but maintains a neutral position on the issue. We have also
discussed the appealing idea of each owner having "absolute
discretion" in housing transactions. Donovan Bess refers to
the introduction of the "despotic theory" of private owner-
ship. He states that, contrary to the Declaration of
Independence, property rights and private ownership have
become a basic American principle, not relative to the
general welfare, but absolute. From the time of John Locke,
people have béen concerned with the protection of the
individual's property. But no one has ever advocated that
the owner's rights regarding his property should supercede
the civil rights of hig fellow citizens. CREA and its
associates disguised their main theme with clever slogans
such as "Education, not legislation,"
morality,"

"You can't legislate
and "Creeping Socialism,"” but underneath this
veneer of zealous patriotism it was apparent that their
object was the permission of discriminatory practices in
housing.

There is little logic behind the statements of the
supporters of proposition 14. IThe Christian Century of
October 28, 1964 quotes Nolan Frizzelle, 1964 president of
the California Real Estate Association as saying, "The

essence of freedom is the right to discriminate. Discrimination
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means free choice. In Socialist countries, they always

take away this right in order to complete their takeover."
The executive vie-president of the National Association of
Real Estate, Lugene P. Consen affirmed that "man without
property rights is not a free man." People who equate

free choice with discrimination and freedom with property
have little grasp of the real situation. It is an obvious
distortion to associate socialism with the Rumford Fair
Housing Act or to assume that this act deprives men of their
property rightse.

Other arguments advanced in favor of proposition 1%
are equally weak. CREA ingists that integrated heighborhoods
would harm our social structure. The members of CREA argue
that once you own property, it is dangerous for society if
you permit it to fall into the hands of people who don't
resemnble you. CREA also argues that Negroes would depress
property values if they moved into a white neighborhood.

This statement is undocumented and logically does not make
sense. A house on the market mey be refused to any person
who cannot qualify for the standards established by its
owner, provided the standards are not based on race or creed.
Therefore, any non-whites moving into a white neighborhood
would necessarily have to conform to the economic and
intellectual standards of the community. There is no reason
to suppose that discrimination would result from their mere
presence,

There are many reasons why Californians should object
t0 proposition 14. Unscrupulous realtors take advantage of
it. By frightening the members of a "lily-white" neighbor-
hood, they are able to manipulate the housing market, forcing
whites to sell at injurious prices because of fear of presspe
from the community, This practice only creates new Negro
ghettoes out of once prosperous areas.

The effect of proposition 14 on minority groups is
difficult to exaggerate. They will have reason to be dis-
illusioned in the state government, unsure that there is any
hope for them through the forces of law and order. The



overwhelming vote in favor of the proposition can easgily
be translated as a complete rejection of minority groups.
Every person marking 'yes' on that November ballot opposite
the description of proposition 14 was, often unknowingly,
saying to all minority peoples: "I don't want you or your
families living next %o me.”

The arguments of proposition 14 supporters were uniform
only in their inconsistency. On the one hand, they denounced
federal intervention in state affairs. On the other hand,
they denounced all attempts to cure local problems through
local efforts. This sedentary philosophy, this do-nothing
approach to life cannot, and should not, be tolerated in
California government. It certainly should not be made a
'part of our state,

It is essential that California break its segregated
patterns in housing. We must realize that property rights
are not incompatible with civil rights, but that the former
must never supercede the latter. As of now, California has
incorporated hate and bigotry into its constitution. Propo-
sition 14 not only nullifies the Rumford Act but also
portions of the state Civil Rights Act.

California is a proud state and a great state. The
passage of proposition 14 will remain a permanent blight
on her record, but it can to some extent be obliterated by
repeal of the propositione The repeal of proposition 14
will insure the rights of minority groups in California,
but will not infringe to any large degree on the property
rights of homeowners. We must always recognize that human
rights should never be subordinated to property rights.
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SINTRODUCTION 29830 10 FRaIZIRIAL -

Due to the necessary brevity of this paper, I
have been forced to deal almost exclusively with
Cambodian grievances against the United States. I
certainly do not mean to imply that the responsibility
for unfriendliness between the two countries lies solely
at the feet of the United States. Cambodian suspicion
and ignorance of the United States, as well as Sihanouk's
hyper-sensitivity to imagined insults, have done much
toward weakening the relationship. However, a study of
events makes it all too obvious that America has made
many mistakes in Cambodia. I feel it is important to
underline these mistakes in the hope that in the future
they can be avoided. Also, I am not implying that these
mistakes were intentional. Rather, they seem the result
of insufficient information about Cambodia, lack of in-
sight into the country's cultural and sociological
problems, and American policy in Viet Nam. All three
of these defects are capable of remedy. As an enlighten-
ed country, America has the obligation to behave with
tolerance and insight in its dealings with more backward
nations. The burden of this paper attempts to indicate
areas in which the United States can improve its foreign
policy in Cambodia and other Asian states.




l. A Short History of Cambodia Martin F. Herz P 122

2. Department of State Bulletin Dean Rusk p. 853

5. Time May 13, 1966 "Hitting the Sihanouk Trail" P. 33
4. U.S. News and World Report January 6, 1964 p. 22

5. Focus April, 1962 "Cambodia" Alice Taylor p. 3

6. Newsweek April 5, 1965 "Sihanouk of Cambodia" P. 46
7/




U.S. — CAMBODIAN RELATIONS

U.S. - Cambodian relations have deteriorated” steadily
since November 4, 1957 when Prince Norodom Sihanouk pro-
claimed the complete neutrality of his small nation,.
Immediately after its independénce in 1953, Cambodia ex-
hibited a definite friendliness for the United States.l
Sihanouk expressed great admiration for America's democratic
form of government. Since that time, in spite of Dean
Rusk's reiterated statements in support of Cambodian safety,
independence and neutrality, relations have reached such
an impasse that Sihanouk readily admits giving aid and
comfort to the Viet Conggwhile U.S5. officials openly ex-
press the opinion that Prince Norodom is in dire need of
psychiatric treatment.q What has gone wrong between the
two countries? Why such a bitter exchange of words? In
order to answer these and other questions, we must examire
the main points of disagreement between the United States
and Cambodia.

One major factor which the U.S. often neglects to
take into consideration is the vast cultural differences
between the two countries. Historically, Cambodians may
look back with pride on the gﬁgat Khmer Empire, flourish-
ing from 802 A.D. to 1432 A.D. Yet the United States
tends to treat modern-day Cambodia as an exceedingly unim-
portant state. This lack of respect for Cambodia's
cultural heritage inevitably causes difficulty between
the two nations. In 1863, the French established a pro-
tectorate over Cambodia which lasted 90 years. The long
duration of the protectorate has resulted in a strong
French influence.6 Thus, Cambodians tend to sympathize
with Charles de Gaulle in his flamboyant and dramatic
maneuverings to gain control of a confederated Europe,
Cambodians also support de Gaulle's position against U.S.



7
8.
9.
103
1L,
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Life World Library:Southeast Asia Stanley Karnov p. 116

‘Sihanouk Speaks John P. Armstrong p. 103

Bimes“May 751965 \p. 28

Saturday Evening Post March 28, 1964 p. 13

Life World Tibrary:Southeast Asia Stanley Karnov p. 64

The New Yorker April 18, 1964 "Our Far-Flung Correspondents"

.Robert Shaplen p. 155



2e

involvement in Viet Nam, conveniently forgetting that

until 1958 France was- just as vigorously pursuingﬁthe

same course of action that the United States pursues now.
Of course, agreement with the French on these two_ curcial
points brings Cambodia into conflict with Americap foreign
policy. A last point of significance in:Cambodia's culture
is-the dominance of the Buddhist religion. .Amerigan states-
men often fail to remember that the Biddhist tradition is
irrevocably opposed to the aims and methods of Communism.7
This opposition, although certainly not a total deterrant,
emphasizes Sihanouk's position that Communism poses a
definite, if somewhat unavoidable, threat to his nation's
security.g

U.S. officials have also been somewhat negligent in
dealing with the temperamental, easily offendable Sihanouk.
The press refers to the Prince as ”Snookie"qand U.S. officials
find him alternately "baffling and infuriating."]oYet
"Snookie" is a dominant man in Asian politics and may one
day wield world-wide influence. For many years, Cambodians
regarded him as their god-king and even today hold him in
almost reverential awe. In the 1964 elections, he polled
over 99% of the vote.] He has given the Cambodians fine
schools, many medical clinics, and better roads. He has
attempted to ease unemployment and seek better living con-
ditions. To a relatively young nation these improvements
are basic and their provision adds immeasurably to Sihanouk's
popularity.

Most careful U.S. observers agree that Norodom Sihanouk
is not the wilfull playboy the American press makes him out
to be. Robert Shaplen describes him as "... a brilliant
political strategist who is doing his best to disprove the
concept of survival of the fittest by effecting, through a
mixture of monumental pride and astute opportunism, the
survival of one of the weakest and most vulnerable nations
on the seething Southeast Asian Peninsula."’zJohn P



“13, Sihanouk Speaks John P. ' Armstrong "p. 2
1842 THAa2 2 pa i ppPe il L Togiae (90§
H5.,29pia%9p. 133
16. The New Republic 'January 4, 1964
' "Cambodia - Why the 'Crisis?" p. 9 -
17. Time December 27, 1963 "The Slumbering Prince" p. 24
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Armstrong writes that: "< whatever his youthful activities,
Prince Sihanouk now is a-serious, hardworking, intelligent
Chief of State."LgHe goes on to say-that Sipanoukchas been
fairly successful in guiding his country through the first
stages of democracy.l Despite these favorable comments,
Sihanouk feels that "Westerners have a toal ignorance of

our mentality, of our situation, and of our hopes."lg

Once incident in particular, which although quite
petty and politically insignificant has received much un-
deserved attention, perhaps supports Sihanouk's accusation.
The "Kennedy Incident" developed when American newsmen
reported a radio broadcast emanating from Cambodia which
"spoke with glee of the death of Cambodia's nearby enemies
and of their chief."l%The "nearby enemies" referred to the
death of Thailand's chief of State, Sarit, and the assassin-
ation of Diem. American's concluded, probably rightly so,
that the phrase "and of their chief" meant President Kennédy,
who had supported both regimes,

The United States demanded an offical explanation of
the broadcast and put former Secretary of State Dean Acheson,
very popular among Cambodians, at the head of a proposed
committee to investigate possible anti-American activities
in Cambodia. Sihanouk felt affronted and refused to receive
the commission unless the U.S. accompanied it with an
apology for implicating Cambodia in the assassination of
the American president.

Whether or not the Cambodian broadcast (from a station
notorious for its hyperbole of expression) referred to the
death of Kennedy "with glees," there was no reason to
suppose that this was the official position of the Cambodian
state. The New Republic reports that at President Kennedy's
death, Cambodia observed "... the usual amenities,"

Sihanouk declared a three-day moratorium on "America Go
Home" signs., His prime minister perscnally attended the
funeral. And Sihanouk sent the following letter to Mrs.
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Kennedy: "In those hours of sorrow when America cries for

the most noble of her sons, permit me, Madame; to. present

to you the deep condolences:of the:Cambodian people, the
Royal @Government, and myself, Wel bow before-the great mau
wiho disappeared and express’ to you:rwith respect our deep "
compassion in the face of the great loss you have suffered,"
Yet the impression most. Americans were: left:with was that
Sihanouk had delighted in the death of President Kennedy.

This rather sordid occurance is significant only inse-
far as it enables us to realize that Sihanouk is in reality
not the ogre he is reported to be., He is a man passionately
dedicated to preserving the peaceful sovereignty of his
state. He is a man sensitive to observing the formalities
of diplomatic protocol, who still recalls with bitterness
that he had to walk two blocks in New York in order to
reach his cab.n Yet Americans must remember that the purpose
of diplomacy is not to ridicule the leader of another
sovereign state because of his peculiarities and idiosyn-
crasies, but rather to try to maintain a cordial under-
standing with this leader in spite of difficulties.

The United States and Cambodia have further points of
discord. Surprisingly enough, American aid to Cambodia is
one of them. Sihanouk is convinced that the United States
attempted to blackmail him through foreign aid grants
designed to force Cambodia to support U.S. policy in its
crusade against Communism. He believes that American aid
comes only with strings attached, strings which drastically
impair Cambodian neutrality. He pointed out that a portion
of the money had to be set aside to pay the expenses of the
U.S. A.I.D. mission in Cambodia; some had to be used to buy
American military equipment; some was required to be given
to local merchants to buy U.S,. goods; no money was allowed
to be employed in the construction of any state-owned
enterprise. Military aid was also conditional. U.S. arms
could not be used in self-defense against any U.S. satellite.
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The: Patriot ' April 23. =29 1965

Senior Scholastic ' January 17, 1964 p. 18/ "

Newsweek « April®5, 1965 "Sihanouk of Cambodia p. 47

The New Yorker = April 18, 1964 = "Our Far-Flung Correspondents"
Robert Shaplen p. 168 ° ’

Focus ' April 1962 ©"Cambodia" "Alice Taylor p. 6
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This provision included South Viet Nam and Thailand,
traditional enemiestof Cambodia. 'The American ambassador

to Cambodia threatened at once point to’'withdraw aid en-
tirely if Cambodians used U.S..weapons to repel any sort
oftvinvasioh. He made it clear that their sole purpose was
to fight Communism. ' Sihanouk complained that the.object

of UiS. aid was not to improve Cambodia economically or
socially but rather to.create a bourgeois class unalter-
ably opposed to any form of socialism appearing on Cambodian
soil?olh 1964, Sihanouk declined to accept further U.S.
aid, although he had managed to utilize $%0 million yearly
until that time ..?I

And then there is the question of the quality of U.S.
aid. Cambodians are still bitter about the 141 mile Friend-
ship Highway constructed by the U.S. which fell apart as
soon as it was finished., In response to this event, Sihanouk
published the following statement: "You would have gained
a great deal of good will if you had just quietly repaired
that road. But your embassy people acted in a very high-
handed manner and said, 'We'll repair it, but put it in
writing.' Naturally our government was too proud to come
begging like that. You do not understand the Asian way."g‘2
The United States surely had no intention of so grossly
offending Sihanouk. However, America's inability to realize
the sensitive a reas in the Prince's character went a long
way toward alienating this vital Asian country.

No longer able to rely on American aid, Cambodia now
depends entirely on aid from the big Communist countries.
Since 1957, Red China has given Cambodia $35 million and
Russia about $#10 million lessz<3ambodia also has several
trade agreements with the Communist bloc. Russia, besides
contributing monetary assistance, also provides Cambodians
with technicians and training centers, while China finances
factories, village schools and hospitals.2 Cambodians in
general feel that the manner of giving aid is more important
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than the aid itself, Their attitude reflects an Asian
emphasis on'politeness and courtesy which takes précedence
over the actual worth.of theaid. China realizes this
and makes no "disagreeable remarks"aﬁhen conferring aid,
which is, incident‘ally,'uncondi’cionalI'Z6 Cambodians have
always felt 'that-American 'aid was not something fer nothing,
but on the ' contrary was 'a form-of bribery designed to com-
promise Cambodian'neutralitygqimis suspicion is partly
based on the facts'of the case and partly on erroneous
ideas about America circulating throughout Cambodia. How-
ever, its validity is unimportant if the ultimate result
is a further weakéning of U.S. - Cambodian relations.,
Cambodia has ruled and has been ruled by the ancient
province of Annam, part of which is now South Viet Nam.
It is apparent that there is no love lost between the two
countries., Therefore, the United States' current involve-
ment in Viet Nam has put American - Cambodian relations
in an extremely precarious position. Indeed, the situation
has deteriorated to the extent that Cambodia openly supports
North Viet Nam. Its National Assembly voted to encourage
"eeo the heroic Vietnamese people in their effort to settle
the war in the spirit of strict agreement with the 1954
Geneva Agreements," and went on to say that, "For its part,
Cambodia... has also had to cope with the aggression by
U.S. imperialists and their hirelings in Viet Nam,.." 28
Sihanouk makes no effort to stop Chinese sending supplies
and men down the Ho Chi Minh trail @nd is enabling the
U.S.S.R. to supply the Viet Cong;&BWe must examine the
Viet Nam situation in greater detail in order to understand
Cambodia's delicste position in the conflict.
American escalation in Viet Nam has had severe reper—
cussions in the neighboring state of Cambodia. Sihanouk
is horrified by the bloodshed and destruction which has
ravaged the Vietnamese countryside. Above all, he does
not wish to see this happen in Cambodia. Communism, in
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his eyes, would be infinitely preferable, although he
‘does not'hesitate to admit that a Communist regime would
result in his deposal.and'possible aliminationJﬂ Sihanouk
is afraid that the war can only 'résult in thertriumph of
Communism in Asia, no matter how many men and-weapons the
United States deploy.  If this is a valid prediction,
Cambodia will be confronted by a Communist Viet Nam and
a Communist Laos. With two Red satellites on her border,
it is only good sense to retain a neutral, if not openly
friendly, relationship with the Communists.32

Sihanouk is having other troubles with the Soth Viet-
namese. Frequently South Vietnamese forces, backed up by
U.S. divisions, chase Viet Cong guerrillas into Cambodian
villages?3 The result has been the strafing of Cambodian
settlements and the death of Cambodian villagers. Quite
understandably, Sihanouk resents such activity and is not
content with the formal expression of regret made by both
Washington and Saigon?q America, for its part, admits
these border violations of Cambodian territory, but feels
that Sihanouk is purposely providing the Viet Cong with a
sanctuary. In fact, the U.S. warns Cambodia that American
soldiers will continue to cross the border so long as it is
"eeo essential in the exercise of the inherent right of
self-defense."36

Cambodians also accuse South Viet Nam of supporting
Khmer-Serei or Free Cambodia, an anti-Sihanouk movement
led by the rebel Son Ngoc Thanh, a South Vietnamese. 1In
1963 it was revealed that Thanh's special forces, which
conduct terrorist raids on Cambodian border villages and
foment rebellion, were subsidized by the C.I.A;s7 Cambodia
appealed to the United States to end South Viet Nam's
support of Free Cambodia, but the U.S. turned them down on
the grounds that it was a "South Vietnamese internal matter.,"
Such open hypocisy undoubtedly alienated Cambodian sympathy
for the role of the U.S. in the Viet Nam war.
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As late as 1965, President Sihanouk denied aiding the
Viet Cong.38 Whether or not _his statement was true at the
time, recent developmenté indicate that it islgo longer
. true. Time reports that the Communists have been using
Cambodia for "rest and recreation" between batt;es.Sq
. Sihanouk has-also been helpful in creéfihg'néwiiogtes which
the . Communists use to bring»subplies in ffom<Réd China.

This "Sihanouk Trail" was.discovered by the iaofian air-
force and has seen active business since last September,
with as many as 40 trucks a day tféﬁélling down'the snaking
road. The Sihanouk Trail has become strategically important
to the Communists as a supplement to the Ho Chi Minh Trail,
for U.S. bombers cannot very well close off this new route
without the American government declaring war on Cambodia,
Such an expansion of the Vietnamese conflict into an Asian
land war is certainly at this point undesireable. For the
moment the Sihanouk Trail is safe,

Despite these friendly advances of help to the Communists,
Sihanouk's attitude toward the Viet Nam situation is still
directed by national, not Communist, interests. Joseph
Kraft points out that "Cambodia's astute leader, Prince
Norodom Sihanouk, has been casting about for allies able
to keep Viet Nam weak and divided and, as much as possible,
non—Communist.” %ihanouk is motivated by his fear of Viet-
namese territorial aggression, not by friendship for the
Chinese Communists. In an effort to secure territorial
integrity for Cambodia, Sikanouk in 1961 recognized Hanoi
and threw his support to the North Vietnamese. His action
produced several pleasant verbal exchanges, but no concrete
guarantees of integrity have resulted. Now Sihanouk has
developed a new policy of trying to set the South Vietnamese
National Liberation Front against the regime in North Viet
Nam., Once again, Sihanouk is acting on the assumption that
any group in Viet Nam which will support Cambodia's boundar-
ies is a group Cambodia should favor.
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Chief of State Sihanouk is convinced that the U.S. is
determined .to destroy Cambodian neutrality and set up a
puppet government with pro-Western leaningss. He gives as
an example of such duplicity, Thailand, which he calls
scornfully, "... the greatest nest of graft inSoutheast
Asia."W-Sihénouk accuses the C.I.A. ofsplotting 'against the
Cambodian regimgland, although the U.S. government denies
7thié%1it refuses to clarify:clandestine C.I<As activities
“in that-country. The U.S. believes-that Sihanouk.is merely
making feeble excuses for breaking oO6ff relations and that
he does so acting on instructions from Peking.:

This sentiment on the part of Western observers brings
to the front the whole sticky question of Cambodia's re-
lation to Red China. Despite the American press, Sihanouk
is not a Communist. He has violently attacked the Khmer
Rouge, Cambodian branch of the Communist Party, through
imprisonment and suppression. He admits that Communism
would not benefit his country but reminds the West that no
Asian power, however nationalistic it might be, can afford
to ignore "the sleeping dragon." Sihanouk also believes
that the U.S. will soon be entirely removed from the Asian
scene and until that time he wants to spare his people the
suffering and degredation that has occurred in other Asian
countries during Western attempts to "save" them from
Communism.“g :

Although Western journalists comment that Sihanouk
is walking a dangerous tightrope strung between the East
and West blocs, Sihanouk feels that alignment either way
would divide Cambodia externally and expose her to retalia-
tion by one bloc or anotherf% Sihanouk regards the West's
insistent preoccupation with the progression of Communist
expansion as somewhat paranoic. He feels that America,
which suppbrts military juntas, dicta torships, and police
regimes through the world so long as they are anti-Communist,
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is not really dedicated to the positive ideal of a workable
democracy but to the negative ideal of the destruction of
Communism. He complains that the U.S. press exaggerates
the influence of Communism in Cambodia and reminds us that
Cambodian neutrality was imposed by Western nations at the
Geneva Conference. : ¢

The United States is alarmed that Cambodia maintains
diplomatic relations With Red countries. - In reply, Sihanouk
observes: "We allow ourselves to remind the U.S.A. that it
is impossible for a country like ours, a united nation,
not occupied, exempt from all subordination, and in addition
a member of the United Nations, to refuse to enter into
relations with other members of the same organization."q7
Sihanouk also finds U.S. concern for the welfare of his
country somewhat hypocirtical. He understands, he often
says, that the U.S. has certain interests in Southeast Asia
quite separate from Asian self-determination and welfare,
He realizes that the Communists are also enacting a farce
when they speak of defending the colonized and the oppressed.‘y8
In fact, to Prince Sihanouk, the two great power blocs of
the world seem reminiscent of two spoilt children squabbling.ﬁ(7

Sihanouk believes in the eventual triumph of Communism
in Asia.go But in spite of this conviction, he has not em-
braced Communism. At Geneva, in 1954, "Cambodia astounded
the world with itsg?lmost impertinent opposition to the
Communist powers." ' In 1957, Cambodia passed a resolution
which stated that if Communists violated Cambodian borders,
she would immediately seek Western help. It was not until
1958 that Cambodia reluctantly recognized Red China after
an appeal to the U.S. to arbitrate South Vietnamese aggress—
ion on Cambodian territory had been refusedaflsihanouk is
entirely cognizant of Mao's expansionist policiesfigHe
understands that the Communists take advantage of wars of
national liberation and convert them to the Communist cause.
He is aware that Communists in Cambodia have attempted to



She

55..

564
57
58,
59.

Atlas August 1965 "Neutralism - It's Wonderful!"

Prince Norodem Sihanouk p. 97 ° :

Sihanouk Speaks John P. Armstrong p. 139

Life World Library:S6Gutheast Asia' Stanley Karnov p. 137
Sihanouk Speaks John P. Armstrong p. 143

Compton's Pictured Encyclopedia p. 56a

Saturday-Evening Post March 28, 1964 p. 1%




11,

prejudice the students, the elite, and elements of the
clergy in favor of Communism. But he also understands that
to be pro-American would be to alienate the popular support
of the people, who distrust American slogans of liberty and
self-determination. ' And Sihanouk is unabashedly impressed
by "... the extraordinary competence of the Communist policy
and its diplomacy, based above all on an almost perfect
knowledge of the state of mind of the different peoples of
the world."ggéihanouk has always been well-treated by the
Communists (he has exchanged mamy ceremonial visits with
Moscow and Peking)s%nd he is not about to forget it.

In attempting to learn the reasons for the frigidity
in the U.S. - Cambodian relations, we realize that it in-
volves a conflict of culture, ideology, and basic compre-
hension., There seems to be a total lack of communication
between the two countries. Sihanouk firmly believes that
the U.S. government thinks him an incompetant moron and
wishes to deprive his nation of sovereignty. The United
States is just as firmly convinced that Sihanouk deliberately
provokes dangerous international crises.

In the final analysis, we, as Americans, must understand
that President Sihanouk is above all interested in pre-

serving the sovereignty of his state. For him, neutrality
means national unity and political stability. He is a V
Cambodian patriot, "neither pro-West nor pro-Red and it is
a mistake to think of him in these terms." Cambodia has
suffered from imperialism since 1864f8first at the hands
of the French and then of the Japanese., Because of this
history of domination, Sihanouk is fervently devoted to the!
cause of nationalism. Possibly his devotion does border on
paranoia, as American advisors readily statefﬁnBut we must
remember that such paranoia is the product of Western
imperialism, Sihanouk is certainly Jjustified in being
suspicious of Western motives.,

Cambodia is not a Communist satellite, Neither is it
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led by a fanatical madman. The United States, if it wishes
to improve relations with Cambodia, must dispel these and
other illusions immediately. Perhaps it is already too late.
John P. Armstrong believes that "the list of grievances
Sihanouk has against us is too long to remedy."6°Sihanouk
himself has written that "Indo-China's tragedy began the

day the U.S.A. decided not to respect national sentiments

of the people and launched its policy of using the countries
of the region as pawns in its cold-war politics."£¥Certainly
this statement is an oversimplification of the state of
affairs in Southeast Asia and is highly inaccurate in any
case., But it serves to illustrate the ill-will Cambodia,
and many other nations, bear the U.S., an ill-will the
American government all too conveniently ignores.
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THE ASIAN OUTPOSTS OF CHINA

A great number of Chinese do not live in China. Literally
millions of them are scattered throughout Asia. On the mainland
of China there are two areas under foreign control. These two
places, Hong Kong and Macao, are naturally heavily concentrated
with Chinese people. Does anyone know what European powers
control these areas? (Britain and Portugal respectively.)
Because Communist China is so wary of foreigners, these two
foreign ports are the windows of the West, Through the refugees
that pour into them - and especially into Hong Kong - we can
learn to some extent what is going on behind the Bamboo Curtain.

In 1841, China gave Hong Kong to the British as a sort of
consession when the Chinese lost the Opium War. Before Britain
occupied it, what is now Hong Kong today consisted of three
barren, seemingly worthless islands - Hong Kong, Stonecutters'
Island, and the Kowloon peninsula. Hong Kong, at the mouth of
the Pearl River in southern China, has since then become a
prosperous, modern city. Its subtropical climate wad a pleasant
change for the English business men coming out of the perpetual
London fog. They found that Hong Kong had excellent, natural
deep water harbours that enabled them to build up a tremendous
shipping trade. Hong Kong's continued prosperity is based on
this. Much of her shipping is of foreign goods and all her
industries are connected in some way or another with shipping:
shipbuilding and repairing, rope making, cement mixing, the
manufactuing of rubber, and other sea-faring trades.

Why does Hong Kong's system of trading make her so wealthy?
In fact, why does it make her the leading Asian port? (Hong Kong
is a free port. There are few duties on exports or imports.

She occupies a strategic position trade-wise. Thus she manages
to trade a total of 1.5 billion dollars worth yearly with the
rest of the world. Some of her success is because she acts as
a kind of go-between for Communist China and the Western world,
China gets western goods in this port, and Hong Kong re-exports
Communist goods that have been exported from the mainland.)

Hong Kong is one of the most crowded areas of the world.
Although the colony is not quite 400 square miles in area, there
are over 2.9 million people crowded into its confines. Most of
the inhabitants are Chinese. During World War II, Japan had
control of Hong Kong. Britain couldn't give this colony much
military assistance because they had too much on their hands
already, so the people of Hong Kong were left to face the
Japanese alone. Their population dwindled because of the fierce
handling they received from the Japanese forces. Nowadays, a
great portion of the population is made up of refugees fleeing
from Communist China. Explain why the refugees are becoming such
a problem. (About 5,000 people come from the mainland every
month., Because Hong Kong is so tiny, this has presented an
immense problem of inadequate housing, unemployment, and poor
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wages, Wealthy tradesmen and merchants are constantly making
new fortunes, but for the most part the people of Hong Kong
live in overcrowded slums and abject poverty.)

Britain has recognized Red China, but has not encouraged
the trade that goes on between Hong Kong and the mainland. Fpr
this reason, the Communists have cultivated every protest against
British power in Hong Kong. Although Hong Kong has an elected
governor and under him an executive council, the Communists keep
screaming about "unfair imperialistic domination." But it is
possible for the Communist Chinese to simply wait for Hong Kong
to become legally part of China. Why? (Hong Kong is made up
of New Territories. These cover 356 of the colony's total 398
square miles, Without the New Territories, Hong Kong would
become relatively valueless. And these Territories are under a
lease from China that expires in 1997.)

Macao is Portugal's colony in China. *t is opposite Hong
Kong on the other side of the Pearl River., Macao, a picturesque,
tropical land, includes, as did Hong Kong, various other islands:
Taipa and Coloane. Would you say that Macao is as important as
Hong Kong? (No., Macao is much smaller - only six square miles
in area - and does not have good harbours because they silt up
too soon and become shallow.

Most of the people in Macao are Chinese. Only a small
minority group of %,000 Europeans live in this city that has a
total population of 200,000 inhabitants. The people known as
the Macanese are the descendants of the Portuguese founding
fathers. However, they are almost nonexistent. The Portuguese
have had possession of Macao since 1557. At first they paid a
rent to China, but in 1849 they seized it by force. It was not
until 1887 that China recognized Portnigal as the colonial ruler,

Is Macao a free port? (Yes.) Its main items of trade are
rice, tea, fish, lumber, silk, textiles, and oil. Macao also
trades with Communist China. Several centuries ago it was known
as a great gambling resort and an excellent opium smuggling port,
but this grandeur has declined in the shadow of Hong Kong's
rapid progress. The eighteenth century marked the height of
Macao's splendour. Her trade, begun in 1516, with the rest of
the world, was fully developed. Foreign missionaries brought
new ideas. But since then, her fame has diminished.

China has spread a portion of its vast population all over
the globe. There are even colonies of Chinese in the United
States; Chinatwwn, for instance, in San Francisco. But they
are found with the greatest density in Southeast Asia. These
Chinese, living in countries such as Burma, Malay, Singapore, and
Indonesia, are known as the ? (Overseas Chinese.)
There are about 11 million of these Overseas Chinese.

: The Chinese began settling in Asia seriously around 1850.

Why did they begin at this particular time? (European countries
had begun colonizing then. As soon as they started developing

the natural resources of their colonies, the Chinese decided that
they could make use of these new economic and trade opportunities.)

The Chinese were industrious and became the core of the
commercial class in much of Asia. They remained, for the most
part, separate and distinct from any of the various cultures
with which they came into contact. They considered their own
way of life infinitely superior. When these Asian countries
gained their independence, after the close of the second World
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War, they discovered that the Chinese controlled their
economies. The Communist Chinese back home realized this

too, ©Since these simultanecus discoveries, there has been

much subtle maneuvering of both Asian and Communist governments
to woo and win the support of the Overseas Chinese,

The Overseas Chinese are most important in the following
five countries - South Vietnam, Malaya, Singapore, and Indonesia.
Can anyone tell me how South Vietnam has been trying to handle
the 800,000 Chinese that make up such a large faction of her
population? (The Vietnamese were afraid that these Chinese
might support the Communists, so they forced them to become
Vietnamese citizens, hoping that this would make them more
loyal to Vietnam. The sbkools had to teach Vietnamese as the
official language and Chinese citizens were forbidden to enter
important industries.) How did the Chinese accept this?

(They rebelled against this serious interference with their
way of life. Now a compromise has been reached but the govern-
ment is still trying to persuade them to relinguish all ties
with Communist China.)

Thailand has taken care of her Chinese population more
mildly. Thai and Chinese customs are very similar and the
Chinese adopt Thai customs more readily because of this. The
government, however, has taken the further precaution of
closing all Communist newspapers and taking steps against any
Communist Chinese movement.

The Chinese in Malay are about 40% of the entire population.
The Malays have been working over a long period of time to
successfully integrate the two nationalities. It has been made
very easy for a Chinese to become a Malay citizen. <“he
government is run on the basis of a close fellowship between
Malays and Chinese. Chinese schools may still teach their own
language, but more and more Chinese students are learning
Malay and mingling with the ways of this land.

Since three-fourths of Singapore's population is Chinese,
there is relatively little need to intersperse the nationalities.
Even the prime minister, Lee Kuan Yew, is Chinese. Britain
controls the defense of this island and has great influence over
it. Therefore she is careful to prevent any Communist-inspired
coup.

Are there very many Chinese in Indonesia? (No. The
population of Indonesia is less than 3% Chinese.) Why are
the Chinese so important in Indonesia? (Because they control
the nation's economy. This makes them a very important factor
in the political inclinations of this country.) Does anyone
know about the arrangement made for Overseas Chinese to become
an Indonesian citizen? (A Chinese may choose either citizen-
ship, but the children of those who remain Chinese cannot
become Indonesian.)

The People's Republic of Mongolia is the most vast mixture
of desert, plateau, and mountains in central Asia. It has
extreme variations in climate, with boiling hot summers, and
sub-zero winters. Its topography changes from flat rolling
plains to stretches of mountains and plateaus. About how large
is Outer Mongolia and what size population does it have? (It
is roughly for times the size of Texas with a population
equalling that of Michigan.) The Gobi Desert fills up much of
the southern part. There is little agriculture because there



is no rich soil
too primitive,
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and not much industry because the people are
Have the people made great advancements?

(No. For the most part, they live as they did in the thirteenth
century - tending roaming herds of sheep that graze on the dry,
sparse, vegetation. Goats, cattle, and camels are also a part

of this nomadic

existence., Horses are the chief means of

transportation for the commoner., The people live in yurts, or
circular tents covered with light cloth m in summer and a
heavier material in winter to protect the dwellers from the

cold.. Most of

their needs are obtained from the livestock they

keep: they burn the dung for fuel, eat the mutton of the sheep,
dress in sheepskins, drink the animals' milk, and use their skins
to furnish homes. Ancient tribal customs are still very much in
use. All land is communally owned by the tribe.) This last
point is very interesting. As I shall explain later, the

Mongols resisted any communal mixing of herds or dwellings.
However, entirely on their own initiative, they made all land

the property of

the tribe.

Outer Mongolia was part of the Chinese Empire under the
rule of the Manchus. After 1912, when the Republic of China

was established,

Outer Mongolia became independent, although

China still claimed possession. Describe the Mongols first
attempt at self-rule. (The Buddhist priests and Mongol chieftans,
who were the rulers, governed from the capital Urga.) What

type of Buddhism did the Mongols believe in and how did it

affect their government? (The Mongols believed in a Lamaistic
version of Buddhism. The head of state, who acted like a king

or supreme ruler, was qualified only if he were a Living Buddha.)
Strong religious convictions kept the population low, because

each family was

expected to give at least one son to a lamasery -

like a monastary - and these children never married,

This Outer

Mongolia became another stronghold of the Chinese

people. Since 1921 it has been under Russian influence. In
fact, it holds the questionable distinction of being the first
soviet satellite on the face of the earth., In 1924 it officially
became part of China when the last Living Buddha died. But
Soviet Russia was still interested. They realized that by
controlling Outer Mongolia they could link their port of Vlad-
ivostok and their Trans-Siberian Railway. ZFinally, in 1945,

the Russians decided that Outer Mongolia should be a "free,
independent" land once again. Under Communist supervision, the

people voted to

separate from China.

This new, independent People's Republic was helped along by

the kindly hand

of Soviet Russia, who swiftly organized the

government, planned what to do with the peple, and annihilated

any prospect of

freedom or liberty. They set up a puppet

assembly, something like the one in Communist China, called the

Great Hurul, or

People's assembly. Actually, the real decisions

were made by the Mongol People's Revolutionary Party. This

party consisted
in Moscow. The
of the U.S.S.R.

As usualp,
.0of the country.

of handpicked recruits, all carefully trained
entire plan of government was modelled on that

the Communists wanted to do away with the religion
However, in this case some revision was certainly
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necessary. Lamaism was definately a bad influence on the
people. Its philosophy was such that the people had no

wish to get ahead and became sedentary and unproductive.
Also, the priests played on the superstitions of the populace
in order to get the cream of the crop for themselves. In
doing so they became quite wealthy, but the people suffered.
Now the Communist Chinese and the Communist Russians are
combating the effects of this religion with education and
propaganda.

Another thing that the Communists did when they had
established themselves in Outer Mongolia, was to try to change
the people's way of life. They tried to collectivize the herds
and stop the nomadic wandering of the herdsmen. As I mentioned
before, these limitations met with such fierce opposition that
thek plan had to be abandoned. Most of the people are still
nomads and own their own herds.

Something else that was done - and which we have grown to
expect with any Communist takeovers - was the great increase
in the army. All men, except the priests and the princes, must
at one time or another, enter the army. This tends to militarize
the entire thinking of the country.

Has Outer Mongolia made any progress under the Communists?
(Yes, a great deal. They have built up some industry. Before
industry was nonexistent. The industries use mainly animal
products and items that will help the nomads. Many factories
concentrate on producing felt, which is used to make tents,
woolen clothes, and shoes. The capital, Ulan Bator, is the
center of all this industrialization. They have also begun
mining Mongolia's natural resources, such as coal, gold, tin,
tungsten, and oil. Better roads and railways have been built.
The areas which are cultivated have good irrigation projects.

The Communists introduced a school system and have made three-
fourths of the people literate. They have even built a university
in the capital. With Communist urgings, the U.N. admitted

Outer Mongolia in 1961, although it had failed to gain admittance
in 1946 and 1955. The first time the U.§. and Britain objected,
while Nationalist China vetoed it the second time.)

How did the Chinese Communists react to so much Soviet
interference? (When the Communists established themselves as
the leaders of China, not one dared question the Russian authority
in Mongolia. Probably they resented it, but at that time they
were lcoking toward Russia for help themselves.) Does Communist
China have any influence at all in Mongolia? (Yes. Thousands
of Chinese have been loaned to construction projects in Mongolia,
A Russo-Chinese railway running through Outer Mongolia has linked
these two nations closer, China gives them economic and military
aid. ©She also has begun various irrigation projects and other
public works at her own expense.) In spite of all this assistance,
Mongolia leans more heavily toward the Russian Communists.

Chinese live in all of the countries mentioned. Many of
them have mingled with the customs of these countries and do not
want to return to a Communist China. In fact, some of these
Chinese are refugees from the Communists. On the other hand, in
places such as Mongolia, North Vietnam, and Indonesia, hoardes of
Chinese or small numbers of them strategically situated have
worked effective switches to Communist doctrines. Because of this
we should be prepared to face a day when their Communist country-

men persuade them to capure tte power in one of these "Asian outposts
of China."



THE

BILAS

TRIAL OF

MARNER

S F
£ 1
o
‘l (/

{/”

Jo Freedman
AlO English, Period 1

1964



THE $RIAL OF SILAS MARNER

A Play in One Act
adapted from George Lliot's novel

SILAS MARNER

by Jo Freedman

SOBNE ONL

(the scene opens on a small, plain bedroom. It contalins a
dresser, a narrow, wooden bed, a chalr, and a battered bureau
on which there lies a well-thumbed Bible. Lying unmoving on the
bed is an old man, hls cheeks flushed and his eyes closed. Near
the scarred door a young man, SILAS MARNER, stands. H1s protuberant
eyes resting in a pale face look anxiously at the old man, who
suddenly awakes and smiles weakly.)

DEACON
(the old man on the
bed)
Silas, Come in, my boy. Have you been standing there long?

i SILAS
No, deacon., I was afraid I might wake you,
(nesitantly approaches
the bed)

DEACON
It is kind of you to sit with a dying old man. Many youths would
not give up the time.

SILAS

I wish you wouldn't talk like that, sir. Besides, it 1s a pleasant
duty. All the brethren at Lantern Yard are only too pleased to sift
with you. '

(pauses, as if drawing

strength from an unknown

source, and continues)
This service keeps me perhaps, from idleness and sin, for God has
not found in me a very worthy servant.

DEACON
You speak too lowly of yourself, S8ilas. We of the church assembling
at Lantern Yard have found you qulte satisfactory. Possibly it is
your friend who needs a little more soul-segrching.

SILAS
William Dane? I am sure, sir, if you can excuse me for saylng so,
that you are mistsken., William -
(whispers almost conspiratoriallyy
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SILAS
(continued)
- has had g divine visitation, you know.

DEACON
S0 he keeps telling us gll., But you also have had our hesvenly
Father single you out. Do you remember that time in chapel when
you fell into a deep trance? Surely that shows divine favor,

SILAS
(blushing and looking
at his feet)
I do not know. I heard no volces. William said it may have been
the power of the devil.

DEACON R
Man is too ignorant to judge any supernatural occgggggés, divine or
otherwise. Dane would be a better person if he could learn to
accept this - as would we all. Well, be as that maye.... I think I
must rest for a while.

SILAS
(nodding)
I'11 be here until Wi}liam comes to relieve me.

(He sits in the chair. The deacon falls asleep. Silas
remains quiet, his large, brown eyes focused on the sleeplng 7/
man. Suddenly his body becomes rigid and his eyes roll out of °
his head. After the passage of several hqers, he regains con-
sclousness.) o Seert]

What!t Did I fall asleep? It is already four in the morning. How
is it that William has not come? He should have been here <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>